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First and foremost, CONGRATULATIONS to Hy-C and Fresh Start for their huge win at the
International Blues Challenge in Memphis. The St. Louis Blues Society has never had a band in the
finals of the IBC let alone win. The band did an outstanding job. The IBC committee, specifically
Glenn Howard, Jerry Minchey and Greg Hunt did an outstanding job. The St. Louis music fans who
supported the band did an outstanding job. All in all, I am so proud to be a part of a music community
that continually stands for the music and people who create it!

Last month The STLBS hosted elections for the Board of Directors. We have three new board
members: Gene Dobbs Bradford, Terry Hardin and Lee Howland. I look forward to working with
these very qualified board members on new projects with new energy. I would like to especially thank
Greg Hunt, Richard Hughes and Glenn Howard for their years of service to our blues community. If you happen to see them
around, make sure to thank them. Their years of work are priceless to the promotion and preservation of St. Louis Blues.

I know you are waiting for new STLBS Compilation CD - /8 in 18 - that is usually released in January. We promise
it is on the way! Paul Niehaus at Blue Lotus Studios has done a great job bringing the project together, but it took a little
longer than usual with so many bands creating original material. To keep the stories timely, we are releasing this issue now.
Look for the new CD in early March with the next BluesLetter.

We guarantee it will be worth the wait.

E =mMa i IJ eremy Jeremy Segel-Moss

I'd love to hear from you! Chairman of the St. Louis Blues Society

Please write me at jsegelmoss@stlouisbluessociety.org
and tell me your thoughts on our incredible IBC winners.
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ALL THE WAY ON
THE ROAD TO MEMPHIS

Congratulations to the winner

of the 35th Annual International Blues Challenge

- Ms. Hy-C and the Fresh Start Band!.

Tommie Johnson, Tyrone McCain, Jacinta Branch-Giriffin, John Smith,
Andre Petty, Frank Dunbar, Stanley Coleman

photos by Laura Carbone

The Blues Foundation’s International Blues Challenge (IBC), a worldwide search for blues bands and solo/duo blues acts ready to perform on
the international stage, is held in Memphis, Tennessee over four days each year in late January or early February. This year, 2019, marked the 35%
anniversary of the event. Each local affiliate of The Blues Foundation has the right to send a representing band and a solo/duo act to compete, however
IBC entry is limited to artists who have participated in, and won, a local challenge held by that affiliate. The St. Louis Blues Society holds its local
preliminary IBC competition, The Road to Memphis, each year in October.

For the St. Louis Blues Society, the Road to Memphis actually begins in July when band and solo/duo applications, along with the application for
another IBC category, the Best Self-Produced CD award, are available for download on the STLBS website. Artists who meet the criteria set in the
Blues Foundation’s official rules and guidelines including meeting all
deadlines are selected to compete in the local challenge. For the past
several years, the St. Louis challenge has been held at the Kirkwood
Station Brewing Company.

The 2018 Road to Memphis show at Kirkwood on October 14
included four bands and two solo-duo acts that met the criteria for eSS
entry. The panel of judges were prominent members of other area blues
societies and local music personalities. After all the acts performed,
the judges met to discuss their tallies and the winner was announced.
This year’s band winner was Ms. Hy-C and Fresh Start.

The STLBS always covers the travel costs to Memphis for
each of the winners. To raise funds for the trip a winners’ show-
case is held each December at BB’s Jazz, Blues and Soups. This
year, on December 9, Ms. Hy-C and Fresh Start played with the
St. Louis solo/duo winner, The Bottlesnakes, to a great crowd. The
National Blues Museum added another fundraising date to help with any
additional costs. That show was held on January 20.

Finally, IBC week arrived, and Hy-C and Fresh Start competed in
Memphis in the preliminary rounds on January 23 and 24. They made
it to the semi-finals on Friday night, January 25. The bands chosen to
proceed to the finals round were announced after midnight.

No St. Louis band had ever made it past the semi-finals, but what
was once thought maybe unattainable, was now becoming reality.
Over 100 bands from around the world began the competition just
two days before and Ms. Hy-C and Fresh Start was among the eight
selected to compete in the final round on Saturday, January 26. They
went on stage at 5:00 pm at the grandest of venues in Memphis, The
Orpheum Theatre at Beale and Main Sts.

After a week of music, workshops and speaker panels, the main
event—the announcement of the final winners—took place at around
. 7:45 pm on the Orpheum stage. Ms. Hy-C and Fresh Start were
& announced as the winners! An incredible musical win for St. Louis.

Congratulations to the band members who brought home the
biggest trophy in blues music.

The prizes awarded to the winners of the International Blues
Competition are appealing too! Included in the package are:
83000 cash, recording and mixing or mastering time at Showplace
Studios, advertising in Blues Festival Guide, and nine blues
festival gigs including the Legendary Rhythm and
Blues Caribbean Cruise in January of 2020. 13
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common Ground:

Here was “common ground.” That’s
what the southwest corner of Cerre and
Broadway was called not long after
Pierre Laclede founded St. Louis in
1764. Cows wandered near the river,
orchards bloomed, and businesses were
built, tenements grew, and horse traffic
clogged the street. In January 2019, it
was the spot where Kim Massie closed
out The Beale on Broadway.

In the twenty-first century, as in
the eighteenth, the people there found
common ground. The venerated Ms.
Massie closed out Beale and her re-
markable 18-year run there sending the
ultra-packed crowd into fits. Deep into
that night, the upstart Marquise Knox
bid a heartfelt goodbye to Bud Jostes,
the Beale’s impresario. Knox was the
club’s biggest discovery, starting in
his teens and eventually commanding
the Saturday night stage. Like Massie,
Roland Johnson, and the Ground Floor
Band, he filled the club to capacity
regularly.

Bud Jostes adjusting stage equipment
photo by Reed Radcliffe

Jostes, first and foremost, cared
about the way things sounded. His
little place was never too noisy, the
tones balanced. You heard the same in
the back as you did in the front. The
wood in this joint is deep, there are lots
of twists and turns in the building, giv-
ing the sound a chance to mellow.

Built in 1890, the old building sur-
vived the tornado of 1896 that rolled
past a half mile away. It survived the
Depression, and it survived the empty-
ing of the city in the sixties and sev-
enties. The neighborhood in 1890 was
filled with a bubbling immigrant popu-
lation of a prosperous river city. Rag-
time was in the air in Deep Morgan,
blues was just around the corner. The
building housed a succession of guest
houses, restaurants, bars and various
sleeping arrangements.

Just west is an area that became
known as Chouteau’s Landing, a
neighborhood dense with German im-
migrants who had begun arriving in the
1840s. A Catholic Church built in 1844
still stands. An iron railroad trestle,
built by the city in 1909, crosses close
above as it stretches across the river on
what was once called the Free Bridge.

From the late 1950s into the 1970s,
the whole downtown area was torn-up
with highway construction, baseball
stadium construction, and vast demo-
lition. I-55 replaced the Third Street
Express in 1967. The Poplar Street
Bridge opened in 1971 completing a
dizzying complex of roads and bridges
that sweep past Beale.

Until now, situated isolation pro-
tected the venue from developers. But
the success of Ballpark Village made
it inevitable that downtown develop-
ment would creep south towards Beale.
Other nearby bars have already felt the
impact. The owner of the building,
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The Beale on Broadway!

Beale on Broadway's entrance portrait
of Bennie Smith by Rob Hagan in 2003
photo by Reed Radcliffe

Al Cherrnick, of Chicago, said that he
was, “exploring all options.” He want-
ed Jostes to either become a partner,
buy out the building at above market
price or sign a more expensive lease.
Things rattled around for a few months
but weren’t resolved.

Stunned fans remembered the bands
and good times at Beale. One musician
posted his list on Facebook: Marcel
Strong and the Apostles to Marquise
Knox, Eric “Guitar” Davis, Tom Jones,
Eric Sardinas, Jeremy Spencer, Junior
Brown, Bobby Rush, Johnny Winter,
Billy Gibbons, Shawn Kellerman, Wil-
lie Big Eyes Smith, Hubert Sumlin,
Nick Curran, Sean Costello and many
more.

Naturally, it was a sad blues play-
ing in a chilly Beale on auction day, bar
stuff tossed aside and boxed-up. Wet
snow sagging the tarp above the empty
outdoor dance floor. But, all is not lost.
A common ground had been found at
Beale through the persistence and the
quality of the music, a lesson for any-
body presenting live music. The blues
community will survive. J3

Bruce Olson is author of That St. Louis
Thing: Vol. I and 2: An American Story of
Roots, Rhythm and Race



600 words on 701 South Broadway

The gumbo at the Beale on Broad-
way was my favorite in the city. Not all
can recall the days when the kitchen at
701 South Broadway churned out a full
menu of fare to pair with live music. As
delicious as owner Bud Jostes’ gumbo
recipe was though, eventually the ener-
gy consumed by the kitchen took away
from the energy demanded by the mu-
sic, and you know which one had to go.

The Beale on Broadway, from its
inception to its jam-packed farewell
performance
by Kim Mass-
ie, always put
the music first.
From making
dozens of vin-
tage amplifiers,

guitars, and
other  instru-
ments  avail-

able as house
equipment  to
meticulously
mic’ing  and
mixing the
sound soaring
through the
speakers to fit
the  acoustic
signature of the
room, the baromet-

ric pressure of the

evening, and the ethereal essence of
“that” moment, Bud Jostes put music,
and the musicians who made it, first
and foremost.

For most of its existence, the Beale
on Broadway hired local, regional
and national working bands to per-
form “roots” music (often performed
by the roots, trunks, leaves and seed-
lings of the St. Louis blues, R&B, and
soul family tree) seven nights a week.
Let me tell you, folks. A lot of places
around the city, the country and the
world that are savvy enough to hire
musicians to entertain their customers

would quail at the thought of featur-
ing live music seven nights a week,
let alone maintaining and providing
a top-quality stage, sound system and
backline equipment capable of accom-
modating eleven-piece bands. I believe
I hold the record for making use of the
tuned guitars hanging on the walls,
measured in broken strings...

Let’s not forget the necessity of
training and retaining the staff to not
only handle the day-to-day demands

of running a bar, anticipate and man-
age any challenge that may arise when
crowds of people and alcohol come
together, and most importantly antici-
pate and correct any technical issues
that might arise before they become
noticeable, all while stocking the bar,
clearing tables, manning the door, and
opening and closing the place. The
members of the Beale staff I had the
privilege and pleasure of working with
as a musician over the course of the
last 15 years, by and large, are some
of the hardest working, dedicated and
enjoyable personalities I’ve known.

by Mike Aguirre

The collective all-for-one-and-one-for-
all mentality that endured at the Beale,
hand-in-hand and side-by-side with the
spirit of the music performed there on
a nightly basis, created a special atmo-
sphere within that old building.

That special atmosphere drew mu-
sicians and music lovers from all over
the world like moths to a flame. Let’s
face facts: St. Louis, like all too much
of our country in
these divisive days,
is far from a fully-
integrated  com-
munity. More than
anything, what
drew me to blues,
soul and R&B
music in the first
place was the un-
expected and over-
whelming spirit of
welcoming, accep-
tance and kindness
shown by strang-
ers I met in my
early days learning
how to perform
in East St. Louis,

Big Mike and the Blu City All-Stars play at Beale in July 2013 Jennings, etc. The
photo by Reed Radcliffe Beale

on Broad-

way audiences that
packed, played and partied together in
tight quarters made it one of the most
diverse and inclusive music venues in
St. Louis, thanks in large part to Bud
Jostes’ commitment to featuring the
beating heart and soul of St. Louis’ mu-
sical culture on stage. In addition to the
gumbo, the friends, the house PA, the
backline equipment, the guitars hang-
ing on the walls, what I will miss most
is the magic of different people coming
together, enjoying each other’s compa-
ny, enjoying the band, and embracing
the universal spirit of music. 2
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ANNUAL 8A8Y BLUES SHOWCASE
o o PHOTOS 8Y REED RADCLIFFE

Craig Downs

Sunday,
November 25, 2018

BB's Jazz, Blues '
and Soups

The 17th Annual

Baby Blues Showcase
took place November
25 at BB's Jazz, Blues
and Soups with perfor-
mances by Marquise
Knox (center), Little
Dylan, Alex Sinclair,
Matt Lesch, and the
School of Rock (sur-
ronding photos), with
a special debut per-
formance by Ms. Kalia
Townsend (above).
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The Dark Room at the Grandel Theater

Ja
Effchaﬂman mu aiﬂ-com

for booking & mfo: 618-292-7196

- upcoming shows -

Thursday, Feb. 21 - BB's Jazz, Blues
and Soups, St. Louis MO - 7p

Saturday, Feb. 23 - CJ Muggs
Webster Groves MO - 9p

Friday, Mar. 8 - Evangeline's Bistro &
Music House, St. Louis MO - 7p

Thursday, Mar. 21 - BB's Jazz, Blues
and Soups, St. Louis MO - 7p

3610 Grandel Square St. Louis MO 63103

-

DARK
ROOH

IGRAHDEL

(314) 533-0367

Support local music...always.

©NNEDA anm)
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lonniesfarm.com facebook.com/lonniesfarm
¥ ¥ lonniesfarm@gmail.com > >
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Thousands of daily visitors / A "Music Destination’ website
JOIN TODAY?

;VSTLBIues.net

Home of the Live Music Calendar. oren 247
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BLUELOTUSRECORDINGS@GMAIL.COM

RECORDING
MIXING

O 1

MASTERING

Every Monday Night
7-10PM

~Uncle Albert

Dan Stove H a I"Id Ie Jackson
Randy Blind Lime Roberts

AUDIOPHILE ORIENTED,

LOCATED IN SOUTHAMPTON : : ;
NEIGHBORHOOD B Hammerstone’'s @ 9th and Russell

[HEY In historic Soulard

1300 Main Street « Highland, IL 62249
A 314.397.3823 618-651-1300 L L

Open 7 davs a week and holidavs

contact Jeremy Segel-Moss

advertise in the BlllCSLCtteI' isegelmoss@stlouisbluessociety.org

OISR

EVERY MONDAY AT 9PM

]
the longest running
“ AnWA blues jam
in the world hosted
by the
YS'I'EH ' A“ Soulard
10

Blues
Band

6 South Broadway ) 314-621-8811 ) Live Music Nightly
for more information or to sign up for our email blast go to: broadwayoysterbar.com
follow us on Twitter @oysterbarstl or like us at facebook.com/broadway-oyster-bar

The St. Louis Blues Society BluesLetter




700 SOUTH BROADWAY 314-436-5222
BBSJAZZBLUESSOUPS.COM

FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

OPEN MON - FRI 6prM-3AM SAT & SUN 3prM-3AM LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY

RFT “Best Blues Band”
13 years in a row

832-4924

dbluesband.com
arthurdwyer1@gmail.com

King Solomon Records
NCSCTRCS HACEMOCS EL BLUES

LIVE MUSIC
EVERY NIGHT

WW.HAMMERSTONES.NET
9955-ELL-VIE OPEN 7 DAYS

= 20285, 3TH STREET SAINT LOUIS
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NEBULA

Unconventional Workspace for the
Unconventionally Employed

Live Music

Is 3 //%*
&-%% %L/«\ \\&%&%

with The SOuthslde

Creole Playboys
REAL WOooD *ALL 500D Thursday, February 28

6pm — 8pm

r)JACKSON ;.
PIANOS, LLC

2438 McNair, St. Louis MO 63104

314.773.8225 — 314.833.4489

Y SALES bluescitydeli.com = melospizzeria.com
* TUNING

* RENTALS

e REBUILDS

e REPAIRS

314-371-4527 :
JACKSONPIANOS.COM - nr



On Call Band
spikemoves@hotmail.com

aarongriffinmusic@gmail.com
314.378.0022

The Bottoms Up
Blues Gang

Jeremy Segel-Moss
www.bottomsupblues.com
314.482.0314

Brian Curran
www.briantcurran.com
314.753.1395

Brother Jefferson Band
Jeff Chapman
www.jeffchapmanmusic.com
618.292.7196

Bud Summers
budsummers.com
618.401.5845

Gateway Blues Band
Jeff Sieth

314.435.7053

Melissa Neels Band
melissaneels.net
314.306.8407

One for the Road (solo act)
Harold Schellenger

almanband@yahoo.com
618.791.7106

Paul Bonn

& The Bluesmen
bonnblues@gmail.com
618.632.9420

Paul Niehaus IV

Blue Lotus Studio
www.bluelotusrecordings.com
314.397.3823

Raw Earth “Casbah-ssippi”

www.gatewaybluesband.com lvan Martin
618.830.3347 www.facebook.com/
RawEarthNation

Jim McClaren

www.jimmcclaren.com 314.605.3474

314.664.3449

Road Show
Andy Coco
WWW.ISIrs.co
314.255.3708

Sins of the Pioneers
Mark “Sunny Boy” Mason
www.facebook.com/
TheSinsofthePioneers
314.481.3380

Soulard Blues Band

Art Dwyer
www.soulardbluesband.com
314.832.4924

Uncle Albert
Tim Albert
dogschew@aol.com

www.facebook.com/
unclealbertband
618.660.7935

MUSICLENS

advertise your contact information in

te BluesLetter

contact Kari Liston
karithewrist mail.com
a one-year listing includes a link on our website

BLUFS

The St. Louis Blues Society is a Missouri 501(c)

+ 0+
Sogiev

Membership Contribution Levels:
____ Blue Plate Special $30/annual

____ Boogie Down/Family $50/annual Fw
____ Blue to the Bone $500/lifetime

____ Blue Business $100/annual includes one issue quarter-page ad
____Foreign Subscription add $10 (U.S. funds) to membership level

credit card

I would love to volunteer at shows and events [}

The Saint Louis Blues Souety

)(3) not-for-profit corporation dedicated to preserving blues music, to fostering the growth and

appreciation of blues music, and to providing blues artists with an opportunity for public performance and individual improvement in their field,
all for the educational and artistic benefit of the general public.

Memberships to the Blues Society are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law

and return this form with your annual membership donation to:

Name: Please check the desired renewing membership level
Add X . .
i _ress St. Louis Blues Society
St‘ yt o P.O. Box 78894
ate an ode: .
a St. Louis MO 63178

Country:
Phone: Or visit our website )

- www.stlouisbluessociety.org
Email: to renew and pay

through Paypal or

07 .,
79% 78 op
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DOWNTOWN STL
LIVE MUSIC

THURS / FRI / SUN UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE
LUMIERE PLACE LEGENDS ROOM

MARCH 1ST
HOWLIN" FRIDAY
SKEET RODGERS AND
THE INNER CITY BLUES BAND

7:00 - 10:00 PM
FEB 17TH

2019 IBC WINNER MARCH 3RD
MS. HY-C & FAMILY DAY AT THE NBM

MARDI GRAS PARTY
THE FRESH START BAND 2:00 - 3:30 PM

4:00-7:00 PM BOB CASE
4:00 - 7:00 PM

MARCH 5TH
ADULT EDUCATION AT THE NBM
HARMONICA: BIG SOUND IN A SMALL PACKAGE
12:10 - 1:10 PM

MARCH 8TH
HOWLIN® FRIDAY
THE RED AFRO QUEEN
SILKY SOL
7:00 - 10:00 PM

MARCH 10TH
SOULFUL SUNDAY
GENE DOBBS BRADFORD
BLUES EXPERIENCE
4:00 - 7:00 PM

MARCH 13TH

) ADULT EDUCATION AT THE NBM
CONGRATULATIONS TO BANIO ON MY KNEE.

MS. HY-C & . THE IMPACT OF THE BANJO
THE FRESH START BAND 7 ON EARLY AMERICAN MUSIC
FOR THEIR FIRST T 6:10 PM - 7:10 PM

PLACE WIN AT THE L
2019 INTERNATIONAL BLUES : CHECK OUR ONLINE CALENDAR

CHALLENGE IN MEMPHIS [ -] FOR MORE EVENTS & TIMES

*ALL EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

EVERY THURSDAY
SITTIN"ON THE PORCH OPEN JAM SESSION

QUESTIONS? 6:00 - 9:00 PM 615 WASHINGTON AVE
314-925-0016 ST LOUIS, MO

WWW.NATIONALBLUESMUSEUM.ORG




