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Welcome to the last BluesLetter of the year. 2016 has turned out to be an outstanding
year for St. Louis’ vibrant blues community. The National Blues Museum opened, many new
blues-oriented events have popped up, the Big Muddy Blues Festival was all local and a
huge success, and the St. Louis Blues Society has been involved at so many levels. We were
happy to be involved in well over 30 events in 2016, produced a very well received compilation
CD, the BluesLetters have been full of great content, the new website is up and running,
education programs are in the works and we are getting ready to send two representatives to
the International Blues Challenge. All in all, it was a great year for Blues in St. Louis.
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On that note, we are excited to announce the STLBS now has an official office at NEBULA. Nebula opened in
2010 in the heart of the Cherokee Street Creative District as the first coworking space in St. Louis. Thanks to the
help of Jason Deem, Michelle Schaeffer and a couple generous donors, we have a space for storage, meetings
and events. Look for open meetings, committee meetings and events at Nebula as we get into the New Year.

I'd like to express my gratitude for all of the people who have really made 2016 a year to remember. Whether you
are a Board Member, committee coordinator, booth volunteer, writer for the BluesLetter, volunteer photographer
or one of our many generous donors...we honestly couldn’t do this without you. Thank you ALL for everything this
year. Let's make 2017 even better!

Beginning January 2017 the St. Louis Blues Society basic membership will raise slightly to $30/year. We hope
this won’t inconvenience too many people, but over the last few years the STLBS has really revved up its content.
The compilation CDs, continued production and mailings of the BluesLetter, events, education programming and
new website have all added to our cost of operations. We understand folks don’t have a lot of money, but we hope
that with all the new programming you will feel like you are getting something for your membership
NOTE: Sign up or renew before the end of the year and get the $25/year
rate and the new compilation CD when it comes out in January.

E-mailJeremy

I'd love to hear from you!

Please write me at jsegelmoss@stlouisbluessociety.org
and tell me what you think of our current projects.

Stay Blues! and thank you for supporting local music
Jeremy Segel-Moss, Chairperson
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St. Louis Blues Society presents

1616

ual/' 1 6 local artists performing 16 original songs

” O The St. Louis Blues Somety is very excited to announce the release of the third
STLBS Compilation CD: “16 in 16.” This year’s CD will include 16 bands that

0 20 17 have yet to be featured on a STLBS compilation CD. If you're keeping track,
when these sixteen hit the streets, the STLBS will have three CDs available

featuring 45 different St. Louis musical acts performing original music.
Definitely something to be excited about!

Leroy Pierson

Inner Clty Blues Band

' Gene Jacson - Mannes Brothers Fab Foehners

recording session photos by Paul Niehaus IV

ORIGINAL PERFORMANCES BY: of Blue Lotus Studios
Skeet Rodgers and The Inner City Blues Band

David Dee Bob Case Paul Bonn

John McVey Tommy Halloran Gene Jackson
Leroy Pierson Tom Hall Tom ‘Papa’ Ray
Delta Sol Revival Sweetie and the Toothaches The Fab Foehners
Little Rachel Marty Spikener’s On Call Band Maness Brothers

BIG THANKS to Paul Niehaus IV at Blue Lotus Studios. Paul is a STLBS Board
Member, local musician, engineer and producer. He has graciously volunteered and
donated AL1 of the production (time, space, knowledge and talent) for last year and
this year s compilation CDs! If you see him around town, make sure to say thank you!

ENjoy local music
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BISTRO & MUSIC HOUSE

512 N EUCLID AVE - ST. LOUIS, MO 63108

FRI
SUN 6™
TUES 8™
WED 9™

THUR 10™

FRI 11™

SAT 12™

SUN 13™
TUES 15™

WED 16™

THUR 17™
FRI 18™

SAT 19™
SUN 20™
TUES 22NP
FRI 25™

SAT 3RD
SAT 10™

SAT 17™

NOVEMBER

7:00°M
8:45°M
7:00"M
7:00"M
7:00"M
11:004M
7:00°M
7:00PM
7:00"M
7:00PM
8:30™™
7:00°M

10:307™
7:00°™

11:004™
7:00"M
10:00"™
7:00"™

7:00°M
7:00°™

8:15"M
9:15"M
7:00"M
11:004M
7:00"M
8:00™™

RUE SNIDER (BROOKLYN, NY)

IaN FiT'ZGERALD (PROVIDENCE, RI)
ZAcHARY KiBBEE (Los ANGELES, CA)
BoogieroorT (St. Louts, MO)
DaANBURY STREET (ST. Louts, MO)
Hot Jazz BRUNCH WITH MIss JUBILEE
SEE BRIGHT LiGHTs (NEw ORLEANS, LA)
RAGTIME JACK RADCLIFFE

Joe MEeTrzka TRiO (ST. Louts, MO)
ETtHAN LENWAND (ST. Louts, MO)
Kost (NEw York, NY)

THE MIDWEST JAZZ-TETTE

(St. Louts, MO)

Lucy IsaBeL (NasuvirLe, TN)

SARAH JANE AND THE BLUE NOTES

(St. Louts, MO)

Hot Jazz BRUNCH WITH MIss JUBILEE
VINCENT VARVEL TRriO (ST. Louts, MO)
StoLAarR (NEw YORrk, NY)

GLENN SMITH & ERIC SLAUGHTER

(St. Louts, MO)

THE BrREAKFAST Boys (St. Louts, MO)
Borroms Up BLUES GANG

(St. Louts, MO / NEw ORLEANS, LA)
JounNY Azari (NEw ORLEANS, LA)
ReBEccA Ryan (St. Louts, MO)
Wack-A-Doo (St. Louis, MO)
SWINGIN’ Jazz BRUNCH wWITH Miss JUBILEE
Pat Jovck (St. Lours, MO)

RyaN HOFFMAN

(Corumsla, IL / NasuvirLe, TN)

DECEMBER

7:00°M
7:00°M

7:00"M

Wack-A-Doo (VINTAGE HOLIDAY SHOW)
THE MIDWEST JAZZ-TETTE
(HoLpAY SPECIAL)

DANBURY STREET

OPEN 11AM - 1:30AM - 7 DAYS A WEEK
314.367.3644 - EVANGELINESSTL.COM
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5pM - 11pM
RAFFLE EEHEFITTIM'

SPONSORED By

88.1 KDHX
| PABST BLUE RIBBON

TRIPLE JAM LIVE
STLBLUES.NET

RFT “Best Blues Band”
13 years in a row

832-4924

dwyerart@yahoo com

King Solomon Records
NCSCTRCS HACEMOCS EL BLUES

Marquise Knox |
Aaron Griffin

nnnwa
BLUES & SOUPS {0 +5 s

Every Monday Night 7-10 PM

Tim Uncle Albert
Dan Stove Handle Jackson
Randy Blind Lime Roberts

Hammerstone’s @ 9th and Russell
In historic Soulard 314-773-5565
C |
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St. Louis Blues Society
ball caps are now available
at our Square Market

squareup.com/store/st-louis-blues-club @
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Best Produced
CD Winner:
Al Holliday and
the Eastside
Rhythm Band
“Natural
i | Remedies”

B‘s?az 5

_.-:” B 700 South Broadway

pm:=-$10 atthe door

nerlnrmances hy thisyear's St. Louis IBC renresentatwes
v WWW. SlllllllSllllIESSﬂGlﬂW org— )

Proceeds go to the band and solo winners to help defray their costs.

The St. Louis Blues Society BluesLetter 7
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Sharon Hazel [solo]

Sharon Hazel is a South City resident who got her
start playing live shows in Chicago where she attended
DePaul University. She was accepted in the music
program at Mesa College in San Diego CA for guitar.

In San Diego she recorded two indie albums. Sharon
played every instrument on both albums.

Now in St Louis, Sharon and her band, Sharon Hazel
Township, has played all over town including Busch
Stadium and an appearance with St. Louis favorites Jakes
Leg.

Sharon Hazel Township was a 2016 Riverfront Times
Music Award Nominee for Best Singer/Songwriter.

The Green McDonough Band

The Green McDonough Band
combines the creative forces of electrifying
blues guitarist Rich McDonough and the
tough vocals of singer/songwriter Laura
Green. A relatively new quartet on the St.
Louis blues scene, The Green McDonough
Band was formed in early 2016 and they
have already released their first album.

In April and May, 2016, they played a
three week, European tour and are currently
working on a return to Europe in 2017.

The Green McDonough Band was recently
nominated for Best Blues Band of 2016 by
The Riverfront Times. Their driving rhythm
section, features Vic Windham on drums
and Jonathan Schumacher on bass.

The Green McDonough Band is
currently working on their second album.

8 The St. Louis Blues Society BluesLetter



Thank you, Thank you, Thank you for supporting this year's Road to Memphis and
making 1t a great day and the largest audience turnout ever for the event!
The Blues Society could not do this without the support of our awesome members.

[ H':,:lanu_ =IOy

and the winner of the St. Louis Best Self-Produced CD for 2017 is:

Al Holliday' Natural Remedies Along with sending representatives to the International Blues Challenge in
Memphis, TN, the St. Louis Blues Society is allowed to send one recording to

# be considered for the 2017 IBC Best Self-Produced CD. A team of four judges
ﬁ ‘ﬂ; , had a hard time determining the best local recording to send.

All of the CDs submitted for consideration are excellent examples of the
m fantastic talent and passion of our local musicians. Please support these
St. Louis bands by purchasing one of their CDs this holiday season.

ar llnwnriumtmu

LU \ ; Il T T i e - Marty D. Spikener's
LR l'-.] s - "-' [ | | ] - Green McDonough Kingdom Brothers: On Call Band: Odds Lane: Roland Johnson:
| . ,_,..--" d::' = T — il Band Times Hard Good Blues Last Night on Cherokee Imagine This

CTIMES HARLY

The St. Louis Blues Society BluesLetter 9
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GREEN
MCDONOUGH
BAND

thegreenmcdonoughband.com

LIVE MUSIL

WW.HAMMERSTONES.NET

=

services:

recording | mixing
editing | live sound
voice over | bass guitar
music & booking | DJ

Andy Coco, lead producer
314.646.7235 | coco@dogtownrecords.co
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~ November = December

Big George Brock

Mondo Cortez and Willie J Campbell and friends
St. Louis Steady Grinders

Brian Curran and Friends

Trip Daddys

Sidney Street Shakers

Paul Niehaus IV and Friends

John McVey Band

Aaron Griffin with Special Guests
Marquise Knox

The Soulard Blues Band

Funky Butt Brass Band

Big Mike Aguirre and the Blu City All Stars
Miss Jubilee Christmas Show

Roland Johnson and Soul Endeavor

no music - Happy, Safe New Year

Thursday
Saturday
Thursday
Saturday
Thursday
Saturday
Saturday
Thursday
Saturday
Thursday
Saturday
Thursday
Saturday
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday

2438 McNair, St. Louis MO 63104

314.773.8225 — 314.833.4489

bluescitydeli.com = melospizzeria.com

STLBlues.net
Thousands of

[ - '.f" o
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THAT ST . LOUIS THING
AN AMERICAN STORY OF ROOTS, RHYTHM AND RACE
By Bruce R. Olson

began meeting musicians from St. Louis in 2003 at a

music club/fish restaurant on the Oregon Coast called
the Landmark. I had been a journalist for many years before
plunging into the hospitality game, trading pontificating
politicians for crazy customers. A part owner of the
Landmark, I was the entertainment booker—three nights a
week plus a Sunday jam and special events. Guarantee, free
meals, free bed.

The musicians from St. Louis who played the place liked
hanging in the bar after the show, sipping a few extras and
talking shop, telling me about a scene that had escaped
my attention. To me St. Louis was a drab river town, lots
of freeways and square buildings. I’d been there a few
times—once on a wild night at a club in East St. Louis in
the seventies—but nothing else of real note.

The Landmark didn’t last. My wife and I cast our
nets and came up with St. Louis as a new port of call.
Affordable, diverse, cultural. Off we went, heading
backwards up the Oregon Trail from west to east.

Upon arrival, I landed a job as a reporter for Reuters
News and began looking for a history book on the city. I
couldn’t find one, at least not one that put together the real
stew. Different books highlighted different elements, but
none took in the big picture. I decided to apply my skills as
a longtime roundup writer for the wire services and round
up St. Louis.

I started with the music, went on to the politics, then
examined into the civil rights movement. The complexity

of the city sent me further and further into the story. The
music didn’t make sense without the whole context. The
city, it turned out, was filled to the rim with fascinating
people, places and things. The history helped to explain
things, showing how 1876 and 1916 live on, how the
Mississippi Delta and New Orleans infused the Mound
City, how the trains and boats spread the songs into
America.

The two books I’ve written took five years to complete.
I had the inclination and the time to tell the tale. History,
like blues music, isn’t in a hurry.

“St. Louis was founded by French fur traders in 1764,
a group that paddled five boats against the current of the
Mississippi River up from New Orleans. St. Louis was
launched without priests or soldiers. Unlike their Puritan
counterparts who founded America a hundred years before,
these settlers conducted no witch-hunts. They displaced no
Native Americans. They enjoyed life and danced, even on
Sunday.”

"That St. Louis Thing: An American Story of Roots,
Rhythm and Race' volumes 1 and 2 are available in
print and digital form. Print editions can be found at local
events and bookstores, or can be ordered at Lulu.com.
Digital editions are available online through Amazon.com,
Apple iBooks and Barnesandnoble.com.

Contact Bruce through facebook: Bruce Olson, That St. Louis
Thing; or his website: www.thatstlouisthing.com

The St. Louis Blues Society BluesLetter 11



Tell us about performing with the Soulard Blues Band for
over a decade:

I enjoy every moment of it. All the guys are great. It’s
like a family. All the bands I play with are like my family.
They are a great bunch of guys with great personalities.
Every musician that I work with can play their instrument.

They know the musical styles and we are really compatible.

I actually think we should be on TV, because I think these
guys are just that good. Bands we see on the Tonight Show
are no better than these guys. Even the guys who come

to sit in are great. [ see folks from all over the planet on
Mondays at the Oyster Bar. I’ve met people from England,
Russia, Belgium and all over the United States. They all
seem to really enjoy it. I also think the Oyster Bar is a great
venue.

After being on the scene for so long, what are your
thoughts on St. Louis?

St. Louis is different, but it’s a generational thing. A
lot of the band members and people I learned with are
deceased now. So we’re trying to carry on a tradition. St.
Louis is a wealth of talent. The local guys are also out
there traveling around the world. Larry Griffin and Rich
McDonough play all over. Henry Townsend and Johnnie
Johnson also were out on the road and you can’t get better
than Fontella Bass—world class stuff. New Orleans is cool,
but we do New Orleans here. Memphis is cool, but we do
Memphis here. Chicago is cool, but we do Chicago here.
We just put our own touch on it and it’s authentic.

|| Marty Abdullah has been on the St. Louis music scene for almost five

:‘ decades. As a front person and singer, he has performed with multiple
bands including projects with Billy Gayles and Oliver Sain. For the last
twelve years Abdullah has fronted the Soulard Blues Band and performs
a few times each year with his own group, Marty Abdullah and the
Expressions. Abdullah’s story goes far too deep for the space we had
here, but he recently turned 70 years old and we wanted to check in.

%{‘ spotlight on
Maél?t‘yAbdullah

by Jeremy Segel-Moss

photo by Reed Radcliffe

[ used to play fifteen times a week. We were playing
at Gene Lynn’s, the Voyager Club, Mike & Minn’s and
Preservation Hall. We’d work twice a day and three times
on Saturdays. I like a variety of music. Pop, Blues, R&B,
Country. We just wanted to entertain the people. I like
all kinds of music so we would just go from one genre to
another. I think that’s a St. Louis thing.

You front the bands you perform with. What is important
about being a front person?

The communication between the band and the audience
is really important. My job is to entertain the audience, to
make them happy and bring them into the music. We’re
there to make them happy and as long as they’re enjoying
themselves we’re doing our job. I just try to do the best job
I possibly can do for the band and the club and the people
who come to enjoy the music.

As you turn 70, what do you have planned for the future?

First, I just want to say all of these things couldn’t have
happened without the help of God. I’m not planning on
slowing down, even as [’'m coming into the achy-breaky
part of life. This is what I love and I want to continue on
until I can’t do it anymore. My own band is working on a
new CD and the Soulard Blues Band is about to release a
new CD. I just got a copy and it sounds pretty good JI

NEBULA

Unconventional workspace

for the unconvertionally employed nebulastl.com

12 The st. Louis Blues Society BluesLetter



Eatablished im Mifwaukee 1844

| | REAL WOOD >k ALL 600D
THank You PBR! P son
| [: PIANOS,LLc
| * SALES
* TUNING
* RENTALS

* REPAIRS
314-371-4527

We are grateful for your sponsorship of our Atomic Blues Festival J AC K S 0 N P I A N 0 S . C 0 M

and The Road to Memphis St. Louis area IBC competition.

MUSIC FOR YOUR HEART & FOOD FIIII YOUR SIIIII.

700 SOUTH BROADWAY - 314-436-5222 - LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY
LOCATED DOWNTOWN ONE BLOCEKE SOUTH OF BUSCH STADIUM
OPEN MON THRU FRI 6 PM - 3 AM - SAT & SUN 3 PM - 3 AM

The St. Louis Blues Society BluesLetter 13



OPEN TILL 3AMI iy
LIVE IN DOWNTOWN

L

RECORDING
MIXING
MASTERING

>

" EVERY TUES 9PM-1AM  EVERY WED 10:30PM - 2. 30AM)
I THURS 10:30PM - 2:30AM. 4.+ 6 SAT8PM- 10PM /|

KIM MASSIE = ROLAND JOHNSON

A
AUDIOPHILE ORIENTED, ~

LOCATrf‘;élzlig‘;;ggyPTON * EVERY SUN8:30PM - 10PM  EVERY SUN 10:30PM - 2:30AM
BIG MIKE AGUIRRE  SOUL REUNION

BLUELOTUSRECORDINGS@GMAIL.COM

HOME TO LIVE BLUES, SOUL AND R&E 7 NIGHTS A WEEK TILL 3AM 1300 Main Street + Highland, IL 62249

A 314.397.3823 701 5. BROADWAY / BEALEONBROADWAY.COM 818-651-1300
- — - - EVENT LINE: 314.621.7680 Open 7 days a week and holidayvs

() . contact Jeremy Segel-Moss
advertise in the BllleSLCtteI' [segelmoss@stloui‘gblu%ssocietz.org

Upcoming Musical Highlights

Nov 19 All Roostered Up 12 PM (free)
Nov 20 Voodoo Mama'’s: Ladies of the Lou Fest 1PM to 10PM
benefitting TOCO, KDHX and Soul Much Water
Nov 25 Funky Butt Brass Band 10PM
Nov 26 Aaron Kamm and the One Drops 10PM
Dec 7 Sean Canan’s Voodoo Players: Voodoo Dylan 9:30PM
T 9PM
E\/ER ning b lue
gest run d by the
the lon orica hoste d
| AT plyes BaN
USIC 10 ! soulal
3

6 South Broadway ) 314-621-8811 ) Live Music Nightly
for more information or to sign up for our email blast go to: broadwayoysterbar.com
follow us on Twitter @oysterbarstl or like us at facebook.com/broadway-oyster-bar

14 The st. Louis Blues Society BluesLetter



Aaron Griffin
agariffdog11
314.378.0022

Bob Case
www.bobcasemusician.com
bobcasemusician@sbcglobal.net
314.807.5770

Bottlesnakes
Nick Pence
www.facebook.com/
thebottlesnakes
314.657.6114

The Bottoms Up
Blues Gang

Jeremy Segel-Moss
www.bottomsupblues.com
314.482.0314

Brian Curran
www.briantcurran.com
314.753.1395

Dave Black
www.daveblackstl.com
314.647.1415

Deja Blu STL Blues Band
Amy Sampo
www.dejablustl.rocks
dejablustl.rocks@yahoo.com
314.853.5788

Delta Soul Revival
Tyler Stokes
www.deltasolrevival.com
deltasolrevival@gmail.com
314.330.5028

Ethan Leinwand
www.ethanleinwand.com
202.558.8513

Eugene Johnson

& Company
www.eugenejohnson.net
314.537.2396

Gateway Blues Band
Jeff Sieth
www.gatewaybluesband.com
618.830.3347

mail.com

The House of Bishops

Zydeco Show and Blues Revue

Ron Clingenpeel
www.bishopsmusic.net
314.249.5908

Hudson & the Hoodoo Cats
Hudson Harkins
www.hudsonband.com
314.603.5641

JD Hughes & The Fuze
www.jdhughes.net
314.954.7288

Jim McClaren
www.jimmcclaren.com
314.664.3449

Johnny Dean Blues
John Wilson
jdeanblues@yahoo.com
314.534.8060

Kingdom Brothers Band
Bob Walther
www.kingdombrothersband.com
314.910.8490

Larry Griffin
& Eric McSpadden Duo
Larry Griffin

ligriff43@yahoo.com
314.662.1857

Marty D. Spikener’s
On Call Band

spikemoves@hotmail.com
314.435.7053

Matt “The Rattlesnake” Lesch

Chris Totty
www.reverbnation.com/
matttherattlesnakelesch
314.596.8116

Melissa Neels Band
melissaneels.net
314.306.8407

North of the Quarter
Toby Mechem
www.northofthequarter.com
314.691.7056

Pat Liston

Paul Bonn
& The Bluesmen
bonnblues@gmail.com

618.632.9420

Paul Niehaus IV
Blue Lotus Studio
www.paulniehausiv.com
314.397.3823

Raven Wolf
C. Felton Jennings I

www.pugdogrecords.com
314.550.2743

The Rhythm Section
Road Show

Andy Coco
WWW.I'SIS.CO
314.255.3708

Sins of the Pioneers
Mark “Sunny Boy” Mason
www.facebook.com/
TheSinsofthePioneers
314.481.3380

Soulard Blues Band

Art Dwyer
www.soulardbluesband.com
314.832.4924

The Spys
Michael Shornick
www.facebook.com/

The SpysBand
314.662.7555

Tom Hall
www.tomhallmusic.com
314.853.0060

Tommy Halloran

and Guerrilla Swing
www.tommyhalloran.com
314.243.3147

Uncle Albert

Tim Albert
dogschew@aol.com
www.facebook.com/
unclealbertband
618.660.7935

Green McDonough Blues Band
Laura Green

www.facebook.com/
thegreenmcdonoughband
314.808.0158

MUSICILENS

advertise your contact jnformation in

= BluesLetter

contact Kari Liston

Dawn Liston
www.patliston.com
618.741.1166

karithewrist mail.com
a one-year listing includes a link on our website
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Visit BBBFridayNightBlues.com for details e #DevonsBlues

AMERISTAR

CASINO * RESORT * SPA

— ST. CHARLES —
AMERISTAR.COM  866.MORE FUN (667.3386) [ f/ (@) @ &

Must be 21. Gambling problem? Call 1-888-BETS-OFF. ©2015 Pinnacle Entertainment, Inc. All rights reserved.




