SLUES CLUB

The Michelob
Jazz & Blues
Festival

By Ned Mitchell
Director of Development and Marketing for the Forum

Where will you have the opportunity of previewing an
exhibit about St. Louis Modernist architects of the
1930's and a photographic essay of St. Louis’ pre-1920's
Tall Buildings while attending a Jazz & Blues festival?

The Forum.

The Forum, downtown $t. Louis’ only visual and
performing arts center, and The Friends of the Forum,
with support from The St. Louis Blues Club, will host
The Michelob Jazz and Blues Festival Saturday, May 6th
from 7:00 pm to 1:00 am.

The Friends of the Forum, under the artistic direc-
tion of Patti Thomas, have put together a sampling of
St. Louis’ finest musical heritage which will be pre-
sented in a performance art setting. This event will fea-
ture: St. Louis’ oldest living Blues Legend and Missouri
Arts Council Award winner, Henry Townsend; well
traveled and seasoned tenor and soprano saxophonist,
Willie Akins; the all-male gospel group, The Fantastic
Mighty Angels; tenor saxophonist with strong support
systems, Roland Clark and The Sound Exchange; and re-
corded Blues aficionado, Doc Terry and The Pirates.

This festival would not be complete without the ac-
cent of food and drink. Offerings from The Broadway
Oyster Bar, The House of Jamaica, The Original Restau-
rant and The Jet Set Soul Food Restaurant will be avail-
able for purchase with beverages compliments of An-
heuser-Busch, Inc.

The purpose of this festival is twofold: The Forum,
recognizing the art of performing blues and jazz, will
showcase St. Louis musicians in a unique and focused
setting. And secondly, as a membership development
event, The Friends of the Forum will be drawing atten-
tion to the Forum’s facilities, purpose and function, as
the city’s only inter-discipiinary arts center.

Tickets for this event are $12.00 for current Forum
members and $15.00 for non-members, which includes
one year membership to the Forum. For more informa-
tion concerning this event and ticket outlets, call the
Forum at 421-3791.
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Oliver Sain’s
Soul Reunion Returns

By Kathy Wentzel

On Friday, May 12th, St. Louis’ Oldies Station
AM-1380 KGLD welcomes show that will be
absolutely impossible to ignore. Oliver Sain,
one of St. Louis’ finest blues and rhythm &
blues musicians for almost 40 years, is cele-
brating his “26th Year Soul Reunion” down on
Laclede’s Landing at Mississippi Nights, and If
the list of performers is any indication, this
show is going to rock the rafters with some
of the greatest music St. Louis has ever heard.
This year's reunion brings back almost two
dozen of the best rhythm & blues and soul
artists around.

Over the years, Oliver Sain has been asso-
ciated with many local and national blues
and rhythm & blues artists, among them
Howlin’ Wolf, Little Milton, Fontella Bass and 3 Rieai
Bobby McClure. In the early 1970s, Oliver hit the R&B charts with his songs “Bus Stop" and

“Soul Serenade.” In addition to his talents as a songwriter and musiclan, Ollver has produced a
muititude of other artists out of his St. Louis-based Archway Studlos. Oliver has been turning
International audiences on to his St. Louis style of rhythm & blues as well, touring over 45
European citles in the past three years.

Hometowner Fontella Bass and West Coaster Bobby McClure, two of the headliners of last
year's sell-out reunion show, will be back again to belt out their classic duets "Don't Mess Up a
Good Thing” and "Don’t Jump" recorded during their tenure with Chess Records, which
brought them both to the charts. Fontella and Bobby also charted as solo artists on that label,
Fontella most notably with “Rescue Me” and the unforgetable “Soul of the Man" written by
Oliver Sain, and Bobby with “Peak Of Love” and later In assoclation with Willle Mitchell at Hi
Records “High Heel Shoes. Fontella's and Bobby’s assoclation with Oliver goes back to the
early 60s, when shortly after quitting as band director for Little Milton, Ollver formed his own
revue featuring Fontelia and Bobby as a vocal duet, with Fontella doubling on plano. Their
friendship has lasted all these years, making this reunion a very special one.

Fontella won't be the only lady on that crowded stage Reunlon Night. Female vocalists
have always held a prominent place in rhythm & blues music, and this show will be no excep-
tion. Together with Fontella will be Ruby Andrews, untii recently a Chicago-based talent who
hit it big in 1967 with “it's All Over Casanova,” a tune written by former lkette Jossle Arm-
stead. The lkettes, of Ike & Tina Turner fame, will be back agaln featuring St. Loulsan Robble
Montgomery, Jossie Armstead and Frances Hodges. Also performing will be Barbara Carr of St.
Louls, with her hit song “Made a Good Woman Go Bad.” And finally The Olivettes, another
female trlo formerly with Ollver's music revue, featuring Frances Hodges, Ann Hlll and Sondra
Harold.

Balancing out this musical entourage Is an equally exciting lineup of male performers.
Along with Bobby McClure will be Alvin Cash, who made it blg In 1965 with the popular

Continued Inside




Upcoming Events

APRIL 30 LITTLE MILTON CAMPBELL at the Coliseum. 7 PM.
MAY 5 Blues Club welcomes PINETOP PERKINS at Cicero’s. Two shows.

MAY 3 The BLUES CRUISE on the President resumes, sponsored by the RFT and KSD. The May
3 cruise features Tommy Bankhead & The Blues Eldorados and The Soulard Blues
Band. Tickets at Ticketmaster.

MAY 6 The BLUES & JAZZ FESTIVAL at the Forum. See cover.
MAY 9 JOHN LEE HOOKER at Mississippi Nights.
MAY 12 The OLIVER SAIN SOUL REUNION at Mississippi Nights. See cover.
MAY 12, 13 The BEL AIRS at Off Broadway.
MAY 13 MAYFAIR at Washington University next to Graham Chapel. Noon til dusk. QUEEN
IDA & BON TON ZYDECO BAND, JOHN CEPHAS & PHIL WIGGINS, and BEAUSOLEIL.
MAY 13 MILLIE JACKSON at Caesar’s. 9973 Lewis & Clark. Two shows 7 and 11 PM.
MAY 19 A.C. REED & THE SPARKPLUGS at Off Broadway.
MAY 24 The MANNISH BOYS at Off Broadway.
MAY 25 St. Louis Blues Club presents BIG GEORGE & THE HOUSEROCKERS at Blueberry Hill.
MAY 30 LITTLE CHARLIE & THE NIGHTCATS at Off Broadway.
JUNE 2 TYRONE DAVIS at Club 54. Two shows 7 and 11 PM.
JUNE 4 ALBERT COLLINS at The Coliseum. Call to confirm 385-6910
JUNE 29 The Blues Club presents ROSS & HUNT at Blueberry Hill. A record release party.

Reviews

MARCH 9 SCREAMIN' JOE NEAL at Blueberry Hill presented by the Blues Club. Screamin’ Joe
is back on the scene and in fine form. Look for more good things from this St.
Louis artist. s

MARCH 11 ETTA JAMES at the Coliseum with Oliver Sain. Sain’s otherwise solid set was
plagued by technical problems. Etta James rocked the full house of 2000 with a
superb soul-blues performance.

MARCH 22 LITTLE ED & THE BLUES IMPERIALS gave a superior performance at Off Broadway
with an inspired opening set from the Rockin’ Luckys. Ed's slide playing was even
better than last year. A real high-energy show.

MARCH 23 ANSON FUNDERBURG & THE ROCKETS with SAM MYERS at Cicero's, also with a
crowd pleasing opener by the Rockin’ Luckys. Anson, Sam and the Rockets turned
in a great performance abetted by the intimate setting. A guest appearance of
Johnnie Johnson on piano was a highlight.

APRIL 7 KOKO TAYLOR and JOHNNY TAYLOR at Club 54. An excellent show. Koko in
royal form earned her Queen of the Blues title and Johnny served up a dose of his
deep soul blues. [see National News.)

Local News

Expect a new album from Barbara Carr in June. The album, titled “Good Woman Go Bad” is on
the Bar-Car label and includes new 1989 recordings as well as previously unreleased material.

National News

ROBERT “Pops” TAYLOR, husband and longtime road manager of Koko Taylor died in Chicago's
Mercy Hospital on Wednesday, March 22 after a long iliness. Taylor, 72, operated blues cluks
in Memphis in the early 50's where B.B. King and Bobby Biand got their starts, before moving
to Chicago In 1953. His loss Is mourned by blues lovers everywhere.

The estate of JIMMY REED has filed an 18 million dollar lawsuit against nearly every rec-
ord company he ever worked for. His songs have been covered by almost everyone.

New Members

$t. Louls Blues Club would like to take this opportunity to thank and weicome our new members.

Brown Abrams Chris Cuquet Les Jankovich David Oscarson
Gary K. Bolen® Sanjay A. Desal Calvin Marsala Tom Ronollo
Bruce Bramoweth Charles L. Freeman Adam Miles Paul J. Taxman
N. Barrett Braun Gary Gordon D.W. Miller Kathleen Wentzel
Joe Cardilio Ken Groutage Joe Moreno Susan Wilson
Victorla Cardillo Bill Harrison Steve Morgan Robin L. Winfield
Dennis Cronin-Doyle Edward Holtz Willie Obermoeller Dave Wright

Club Job Openings

We need assistance with Bluesletter distribution North, East and West. We also need contribu-
tions to Local and Natlonal News. Call 647-2447,

Soapbox

Bluesmen have always taken the sounds that
came before them, reinterpreting, personalizing,
carrying it forward by adding new bricks to an
already laid foundation. Blind duplication of
music promotes stagnation and eventually
death. Evolution in music is criticall

Great music, like all forms of art, is perceived
emotionally. It must be felt. Its impact is strong-
est when experienced live.

Live blues and rhythm & blues in St. Louis has
survived in nightclubs that present the best
blues artists available. The St. Louis blues scene
Is enhanced by artists of regional, national, and
international notoriety. Blues music provides
more entertainment for your dollar than any
other form of music, this allows the audience to
witness the various styles of blues, thereby
broadening their perspective, and serves as a
form of inspiration for our St. Louis musicians.

The broadcast of blues on radio provides an
alternative to these of us that require something
other than “commercially safe” music. This pre-
sents an opportunity to listen to St. Louis artists,
country and urban blues, soul, jazz, R&B and
gospel. Eclectic, informative and stimulating.

Blues artists are committed to their music,
club owners and promoters risk financial exist-
ence on shows, some radio stations and record
stores provide options, this newsletter provides
information. Chances should be taken with live
music to develop and retain focus on what is
perceived as good biues music!

You must be critical and decide for yourself,
seeking it out through comparison and contrast.
Your responsibility is to support it and spread
the good word!

John M. & John 2.

~<.L0g DIRECTORS: Gene Norman
Slg~a'  RonEdwards Lindsay Pickens
Frank Babcock  Oliver Sain

George Edick Joel Slotnikoff

BLUES LUB Carl Kuelker Henry Townsend

John May Sam Valenti

The St. Louis Blues Club is a Missourl non-
profit corporation dedicated to preserving
Blues music, to fostering growth and appre-
ciation of Blues music, and to providing
Biues artists the opportunity for public per-
formance and individual Improvement in
their field, all for the educational and artis-
tic benefit of the general public.

Editor: Assistant Editor:
John Yoch Luana Hays

Advertising Rates 1 TIME 6 TIMES
Business Card § 15 $ 12
1/8 Page § 30 $ 25
1/4 Page § 60 $ 50
1/2 Page $110 $100
Full Page $200 $175

For Ads Call: 726-4913 647-2447
Next Issue Deadline—June 10

Articies & Photos To:

St. Louls Blues Club Newsletter
P.O. Box 21652

St. Louls, MO 63109
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BROAD MENU

FEATURING FRESH
SEAFOOD DAILY
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Wed-Thur May 3-4 Mystic Voyage May 26 Ralph Butler
Friday May 5 Rondo's Blues Deluxe May 29 Rains Park
Wed-Thur May 10-11 New Day June 7-8 ESP

Saturday May 17-18 "A” Side Willie June 9-10 Jimmy Lee &
Friday May 19 Ralph Butler The Joint Jumpers
Wed-Thur May 24-25 Doc Terry & The Pirates Wed-Thur June 14-15 The Rockin’ Luckys

CALL FOR ADDITIONAL ENTERTAINMENT INFORMATION

721 N. 2ND. ST LACLEDES LANDING
- ' ST. LOUIS, MO

Where They're "JOHN LEE
Playing in St. Louis HOOKER 224

Clubs féaturlng Live Blues—Call ahead for information

Als 241.7400 S&P Oyster Co. 256-3300 C O aSt to CO as t :

Allen Ave 241-2971 Balley Brothers 352-8660

Booe's Casablanca 724-2663 Off Broadway 773-3363 : Blues Band o

Broadway Oyster Bar 621-9606  Riddles 725-6985

Coliseum 385-5910 Sideline 968-6864 2
Missouri Bar & Grill 231-2234 2nd Street Diner 436-2222 WIth gue Sts

Mississlippi Nights 421-3853 Webster Bar & Grill 962-0564 Buffalo Bob Blues Band
1860s Saloon 231-13860 Stagger Inn 618-656-4221

Great Grizzly Bear 231-0444 Milile’s Carrlbean Room 385-3522 ; ‘
Mike & Min's 421-1655 Leon’s 383-9882 - :

Club 54 533-0202 Baby Doll Lounge . TUESDAY! MAY 9
New Club Caravan 534-8112 Hits 256-4949 ; : i
Blueberry HIll 726-0066 Players Lounge 271-7291 Doors Open 8 PM Show starts 9 PM
Cicero’s Basement 862-0009 Marcla’s 652-8333 ‘

French Quarter 947.1343 sadie’s Personallty Bar 389-3366 $10 Advance Tickets /'S12 at the Door
Tubby's Red Room Texas Lady i :

Lockhart's Wagon Wheel 20th Century
Po Bob’s 876-9408 Kinloch Cotton Club 524-2460 ] IPPI
Haclenda Lounge 382-4503 Whitt Lounge 535-3680

Hidden Cove 427-9679

e 'NIGHTS




Feature Artist: Little Milton Campbell

By Jeff Collier

Arguably the most commercially successful soul-blues artist with St.
Louis roots, Little Milton Campbell has had a continual stream of origi-
nal and distinctive recorded material. Over the course of a career span-
ning 35 years, he has maintained a nationwide following of loyal fans.
Uniike some artists, Little Milton's music has stood the test of time—the
songs from the earliest period of his career are not “dated.” He is a tal-
ented and important figure in contemporary soul-blues.

Between Leland and Greenville, Mississippi, lies the town of Iver-
ness, the birthplace of Little Milton Campbeli. The nickname “Little” dis-
tinguished Campbell from his father, whose name was also Milton.

At a very young age, music became an instrinsic part of Campbell’s
life.Raised on a farm in Greenville, Mississippi, he sang in the church
choir and in gospel groups. Local musicians provided the entertainment
for “suppers” and house parties held by his family. He displayed a grow-
ing interest in music by drumming on lard cans and playing a diddley-
bow. He acquired the first guitar at the age of 12 from a mail-order cat-
alog. His seif-taught quitar skills soon earned him jobs at hometown
parties and Greenvilie honky-tonks, like the Blue Note Club and Henry's
T's Pool Room. When he was 15 years old, he left home to play with the
Eddie Cusic band, with whom he spent two years. The next few years,
Campbell played in Willie Love’s band and with Sonny Boy Williamson
{Rice Miller]. (Both Wiilie Love and Rice Miller were King Biscuit /Enter-
tainers for KFFA Radio, Helena, Arkansas.)

In 1951, Little Milton formed his own band. It was also at about this
time that he met ke Turner. Milton first recorded as a member of Willie
Love’s band for the Trumpet label in 1952. [Of note: St. Louis’ Oliver
Sain was a member of the Willie Love band at the time.)

The following year, Ike Turner, working as a talent agent, intro-
duced Miiton to Sam Phillips, owner of the newly formed, Memphis-
based Sun record label. The first recordings featuring Campbell as the
headliner were made in 1953. These were mostly straight blues tunes.
He was backed by Ike Turner and the Piaymates of Rhythm. He contin-
ued recording in front of and playing with lke Turner throughout 1953
and 1954.

In 1955, Milton moved to East St. Louis, Illinois. As the commercial
success of his rockabilly records created a shift in Sam Phillips’ interest
away from blues artists, Milton started shopping for another label. One

session on Les Bihari’s Memphis-based Meteor label in 1957 resulted in
two records issued by “Little Milton and his Playmates of Rhythm.” [Inci-
dentally, the saxophone player for this session was Oliver Sain.)

Milton left Meteor because of lack of support by Bihari. At about
this same time, Bob Lyons was managing KATZ Radio. Milton, still liv-
ing in East St. Louis, was appearing reqularly at George Edick’s Club Im-
perial. He also frequented the Havana Club and the Birdcage in St.
Louis and the Club Manhattan on the East Side. Many performances
were broadcast live over KATZ. In 1958, the release of Milton’s “I'm A
Lonely Man" launched the Bobbin record label, founded by Bob Lyons.
Featuring Oliver Sain playing sax, and Fontella Bass at the piano, the
recording was made at the KATZ studio. The same artists recorded for
sessions in 1959 and 1960, playing mostly jump blues.

When the Bobbin label was leased to Checker, a subsidiary of Chess
records, Milton moved to Chicago, where in 1961, he signed with Leon-
ard Chess for the Checker label. He spent nine years with Checker and
released his best-known recordings. The material during this period is
characterized as predominantly smooth soul ballads and rhythm and
blues. Milton’s first national chart appearance was with So Mean To Me,
and during the Chess period he placed a total of 16 tunes on the R & B
charts. Among them are the #1 hit, “We're Gonna Make It” and “Who's
Cheating Who,” which reached the top five. Other chart entries in-
cluded “Blind Man,” “Grits Ain‘t Groceries” and “Just A Little Bit.” He
toured constantly, all the while placing hits on the charts. As his tenure
progressed with Chess, Milton's material became increasingiy soul-ori-
ented.

Leonard Chess died near the end of Milton's contract with Chess rec-
ords. New management offered Milton a contract, but he declined their
offer, and in 1971, he signed with the Stax label. His hits on Stax in-
clude “That's What Love Will Make Ybu Do” and "Walking The Back
Streets Crying.” In this material, Milton's guitar work is more promi-
nent. It was at about this time that he appeared in the motion picture
“Wattstax.” When Stax liquidated, Little Milton moved to TK and then
MCA before signing with Malaco, his current label,

Little Milton will be appearing April 30 at the Coliseum, 3601 Good-
fellow, 7 PM. For information call 385-6910.

Silver Strings Hlusic & Repair

SPECIALIZING IN VINTAGE & LATE MODEL USED GIBSON - FENDER & MARTIN GUITARS

GUITARS - NEW & USED:

CHARVEL KRAMER MUSIC MAN
YAMAHA  GIBSON IBANEZ

L) SSesp GRETSCH HAMER

/ FENDER  RICKENBACKER B.C. RICH

/ B BUY-SELL- TRADE

AMPS: ACCESSORIES:

CHARVEL BOSS FLOYD ROSE GIBSON

ROLAND TASCAM SEYMOUR DUNCAN  Di MARZIO

HARTKE EMG CELESTION SHURE
KAHLER ROCKMAN SAMSON
SEIKO IBANEZ FENDER

) o 997=1120 LESSONS

Ao ACCESSORIES 8423 - 8427 OLIVE ST. RD. (' Mi. E. of Innerbelt 1-170)

ST LOUIS’' GUITAR PRO SHOP
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RECORD SALE ¥ Blues, R&B, Deep Soul

SUADA SR @i  KDHX's “Papa Ray” on Staff
1117 LOUISVILLE

0)i Clayton Ave. V| ntage
West Bme Mwsie and Vi nYI |

Cileero's Basement Bar
Present 72 1'4096
BLUE MONDAY EVERY MONDAY 6362 Del mar

Bring your Guitars, Bass, or Harp and JAM

f
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We Print the "Blues'”

Peace Institute Printing, Inc.

4436 Qlive Street o St. Louis, MO 63108
533-8884

Quality Printing at Reasonable Prices!

* Quickprint/Commercial Printing
e Raffle Tickets/Cards

: Genume ' o Newsletters
e Church Bulletins

May 3 Webster Bar & Grill e Ad Booklets
May 4 Mike & Mins >
May 5 Side Line Bar * 1 -4 Color Process
May 10 Cicero’s Basement Bar
May 12 Stagger Inn, Edwardsville Call for a Quote
May 13 Side Line Bar A UNioN SHopr
May 19 Booe’s Casablanca, St. Charles \ J
May 20 Booe’s Casablanca, St. Charles
May 24 Webster Bar & Grill : @eEE a8

May 27 Side Line Bar
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OLIVER SAIN'S

FONTELLA BASS BOBBY McCLURE
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SOUL
REUNION

FRIDAY
MAY 12

weouriesuys  MISSISSIPPI NIGHTS
OLIVER SAIN'S

pmnsisuns 914 North 1st Street

Tickets available at: Vintage Vinyl, West End Wax, Buclid Records, Regal Sports, Mississippi Nights,

(ALL locations of—Famous-Barr, Music Vision, The Record Company), and DIALTIX at 434-6600,



Local Record Scene

by Victoria Cardillo

The Blues come “smokin” right out of St. Louls, as Pulsar Records brings to
light the talent that's been here for years!

During an interview with Puisar Records owner, Sam Valenti, | learned
the new St. Louis based blues label has produced three albums and four
45’s in their first year of business...true to their slogan: “Comin’ on Strong
with those Low Down Blues!"” The first album, “I Ain't Beggin’ Nobody” by
Larry Davis, is doing very well. Larry penned the Stevie Ray Vaughn hit,
“Texas Flood.” Next, Eddie Kirkland's fine Pulsar album, “Have Mercy,” is a
testament te the rich blues history of this colorful performer, who accom-
panied John Lee Hooker on his early recordings and played in the back-up
band for Otis Redding. Finally, the debut album of our beloved Johnnie
Johnson is generating worldwide excitement with the newly released
“Blue Hand Johnnie.” All three are required listening for the serious blues
lover.

Puisar Records’ 45 releases include the Handy Award Winner of the
Best Blues Single of the Year, “Woman Look What You're Doin’ To Me" by
Luther “Guitar Jr.” Johnson with “9 Below Zero” on the flip side. Also from
Luther an uptempo contemporary blues shuffie called “Love Your Sexy
Ways.” An upcoming release by Ronnie Guyton, “Honey Take Me.” with
Freddie King's classic “Hideaway.” And from East St. Louis, Q.T. Macon's
“Blow Wind" s getting lots of exposure on your favorite blues stations. The
flip side is entitled “Black Neck And The Soul Band.”

You might say that Sam Valenti has his hand on the very pulse of St.
Louis Blues music! Future projects from Pulsar Records include those in-
volving veteran blues players Clayton Love, Oliver Sain and Stacy Johnson,
as well as a St. Louls anthology, featuring some of the prime artists in the
city and the more contemporary local groups.

The St. Louis Blues Club is proud to have the owner of Pulsar Records
on its Board of Directors. Sam Valenti's enthusiasm, interest and involve-
ment is an example of the kind of spirit we're looking for in all our mem-
bers. Let's all jump on the “Band wagon" to support and preserve blues mu-
sic. Buy blues records, attend events and concerts, support your favorite
performers and join the St. Louis Blues Club!

Blues on the Air

KDHX 88.1 FM -

Monday: Midnight to 2 AM, Buck Naked with Tom Hall
2-5:30 PM, Blues in the Night with Art Dwyer

Thursday: 12-4 PM, Big Bucket of Blues with Tony Cabanellas
11-2 AM, The Night Crawler with Michael Finney

Friday: 2-5:30 PM, Blues in the Night with Art Dwyer
9-Midnight, Rhythm & Blues Etc. with Orlando Peraza

Sunday: 7-8 PM, Nothin’ But the Blues with Ron Edwards
8-10 PM, Night Train with Papa Ray

KCLC 89.1 FM
Sunday: 8-Midnight, Blues in the Night—RBlues from the
Basement with Magic Sam & Cindy

KBDY 89.9 FM
Saturday: Midnight-6 AM, Blues and Other Colors with
Ferris Taylor and Robin Macon

WSIE 88.7 FM
Friday: 9-10 PM, Blues from The Red Rooster

KWMU 90.2 FM
Saturday: 9:45-11 PM, The Baby Face Leroy Blues Show

KWUR 90.3 FM
Sunday: Elizabeth Bardach 2-4 PM, Bobby Lane 4-6 PM

_KATZ 1600 AM
Monday-Thursday: 4-9 PM, Lou “Fatha” Thimes
Saturday: 6-10 AM, Gracie

10-3 PM, Lou “Fatha” Thimes
Monday-Friday: 6-10 AM, Dr. Jockenstein

The Friends of the Forum present ..
The Michelob Jazz and Blues Festival
Saturday, May 6th from 7 pm til 1 am

Showeasing St. Louis’ Own:
Henry Townsend, Willie Akins, -/
The Fanlastic Mighty Angels,

Food Booths Featuring:
The Broadway Oyster Bar,

The House of Jamaica, “
The Original Restaurant,

Jet Sel Soul Food

Roland Clark and the Sound Exchange,
Doc Terry and the Pirates

At The Forum, 555 Washington Avenue,

421-3791.

This 1s aFriends of the Forum event,

tickets are $12.00 per person for curren! members

$15.00 per person for new friends which includes a
one year membership to the Forum.

Beverages compliments of Anheuser-Busch, Inc.
Support provided by the St. Louis Blues Club.

OFF BROADWAY

N B =

MAY 12, 13 THE BEL AIRS
MAY 19 A.C. REED
MAY 24 THE MANNISH BOYS

MAY 30 LITTLE CHARLIE &
: THE NIGHTCATS,

CONTACT: Joe Camarata (314)773-3363
3509 Lemp, St. Louis, MO 63118

Located 5 minutes south
of downtown St. Louls
near Interstate 55-44-70°




Music Folk

Janet Boyer

8015 Big Bend, Webster Groves 961-2638
“Keeping Traditlonal Muslc Alive In St. Louls”

Music Gallery

Dennis Cronin-Doyie

1801 S. 9th St., St. Louls, MO 231-0800
Opening Aprli 26th, 1989

OCCHI design & Decorating
Don Occhi

3630 S. Broadway 771-7008
Designing for the Blues

Renaissance Realty
Mark A. Carison
2800 McNair Ave., 776-5065

Rothschilds Antiques
Pete Rothschild

398 N. Euclid Ave,, 361-4870
“For the Truly Unique”

Donald Sloane, M.S.W.
14380 Ladue Rd. 878-0500
Psychotherapy

Haberdashery Vintage Clothing
Jolie Mackney

Support the Businesses
that Support the Blues

Alligator Music

Gary Gordon

111 5. Market Street

Sparta, IL [618]443-5051
“Quality and That’s No Crock”

Concert Support Services
Mark Schilling
121 E. Felton Ave., 631-3848
“Professlonal Stage Lighting

at a Reasonable Price”

Keith D. Eccles & Associates
P.O. Box 63307 776-2532
PC & Network Consuiting / Tech Support

Hullabaloo

Dana Hunsche

1908 Washington, 421-1965

St. Louls’ Largest Vintage Clothing Store

Law Offices of Gerald Kretmar
7911 Forsyth Bivd., Sulte 300,

Clayton, 721-8685 822 Lafayette Ave., 421-0110
“Avold the Legal Blues” “Timeless Clothes For All Occasions
Mississippi Nights Three Flags Realtors

Pat Hagin Sulte 11, Bogey Hiils Plaza

914 North 1st Street, 421-3853
“The Best In Natlonal and Local Talent”

#1880, St. Charles 928-1000
Land/Commercial Investment

Oliver Sain Reunion—Cont.

“Twine Time," as well as several other chart-topping records Including “The
Barracuda” and “The All Shuffie.” In the 1970s, Alvin went on to bulld a
reputatlon as a dancemaster, recording several dance tunes, including the
big hit “Keep on Dancin’.” St. Louls favorite Johnnie Johnson, longtime
piano player for Chuck Berry and talented bandleader In his own right,
will also be joining Oliver for this great night of music, featuring songs
from his new album “Blue Hand Johnnie, " recently released on Pulsar Rec-
ords, Filling out the male vocals part of the thow will be Stacy Johnson,
who charted with the tune “Consider Yourself” during his stay with lke
Turner's Kings of Rhythm, and has recently been touring Internationally
with Ollver’s St. Louls Rhythm & Blues All-Star Band. Stacy, together with
Vernon Guy and Bobby Willlams, will rejoin as The Sharpees of Bennie
Sharp fame, and do their hits “Do the ‘45" and “The Sock.” Charles Drain,
another local rhythm & blues singer currently featured with Herb Sadler’s
Kings of Rhythm, rounds out the male vocals portion of the show.

Backing up this Incredible stable of stars will be Ollver Sain’s St. Louls
Rhythm & Blues All-Stars Band, featuring the four-piece brass horn ensem-
ble from the group The Benders.

This reunion Is an opportunity to hear some of the best music to come
out of St. Louis’ 60s era of soul and rhythm & blues. All these great stars,
and all on one stage. So head down to Mississippi Nights Friday, May 12,
and join Oliver and his friends for this rare night of musical memories.

Artist Profile: Big George Brock

By Jeff Collier

/. P

St. Louis blues artist George Brock, who
performs as ‘Big George’, has been a fix-
ture on the St. Louis blues scene for over
twenty years. George is a large, good
looking man with long curly hair that
hangs down to his shoulders. He has a
propensity for striking outfits, often
topped with a cowboy hat. The thrust of
his performance is vocals and harmonica.
He has a large repertoire including many
Muddy Waters and Howling Wolf tunes.

George Brock was born on May 10,
1932, in Granada, Mississippi, one of sev-
enteen children. His father was a cotton
laborer. His earliest musical memories fo-
cus upon when, at the age of ten, his fa-
ther gave him and his two brothers each a
harmonica for Christmas. His brothers !
soon lost interest in theirs, but George kept his with him all the time and
worked with it until he could play it. He would even practice with it at
night, softly, under the blankets. As he became more proficient, he would
be rewarded with applause from family members. At school one day, his
teacher had him blow a tune for the other school children, which paid off
with popularity and elevated status among his peers. He also played the
diddley bow and used spoons on a rub board to make percussion when not
playing his harmonica.

In 1949 his famlly moved to
Mattson, Mississippi, which is near Clarkdale. Soon he formed a trio of
friends which Included Lee Kisard, which played in Mattson every Saturday
night at partles and get-togethers. Here he began refining his sound, and to
gain confidence In his vocal and harp delivery. During this time he saw
Sonny Boy Williamson (Rice Miller) and B.B. King at local clubs. He played
rub board behind Robert Nighthawk for a couple of montlis around the
Clarksdale area, and worked as the set-up man for Howlin Wolf between
1951 and 1953.

In 1953 he moved to St. Louls while working as a boxer. About three
years later, he happened to be visiting the Eariy Bird Lounge at Garrison

and Frariklin where a band called Foster was playing. He asked to sit in with
them. After a few numbers, the owner, Mr. Johnson, was so Impressed he
asked what his name was. Big George and the Houserockers was the reply.
He was hired on the spot to play every Friday and Saturday night. George
quickly assembled a band consisting of drums, bass and guitar to back him
and they became the house band at the Early Bird for the next three years.

George moved to Sikeston, Missourl In 1963, and operated the Riviera
Club, where he and newly assembied group of Houserockers were featured.
In 1965 he moved back to St. Louis and played several different spots inciud-
Ing the Hideaway and the Moonlight Lounge In St. Louls and the Red Room
In East St. Louls, until 1968 when he took over managing the Early Bird
Lounge where he had first played back In '56. He changed the name to the
Club Caravan, and he and the Houserockers, which at the time included Blg
Bad Smitty, were the featured band most weekends. Albert King was hired
to play there regularly on Thursday nights. Jinmy Reed and lke Turner did
glgs there, and Muddy Waters was brought In for an entire week.

In 1970 George got put out of the club business. He began glving free
performances at Falrgrounds Park and played the Moonlight and Jaslo's on
Delmar weekends. During this time he also operated a food-vending truck.
In 1979 he played a Blueberry Hill show. Thereafter, for a time he was Inac-

tive In music. In 1981 he began playing Falrgrounds Park again, and In 1985

he entered a battle of the blues contest against Rondo’s Blues Deluxe at
Charles Shaw Hall, which he won. Subsequently, he was chalienged for own-
ership of the blues belt by Larry Davis, Albert King, Artle White, and Danny
Blue from Detrolt, and most recently he butted heads with Big Jack Johnson
from Clarksdale. Each time he has retalned the belt. In 1986 he was featured
at the Ist Annual St. Louis Blues Festival at Mississippi Nights, where he
turned in a superb set. His first vinyl was recorded about a month ago and
will saon be avaliable on his own Blg G label, There are two 45's. The cur-
rent Houserockers comprise Riley on guitar, Rlley’s daughter Tiil on bass,
and his son Little Riley on drums.

Blg George fronts the band and can be seen rocking the house at his
New Club Caravan, opened at Taylor and Delmar In 1986, every Friday and
Saturday night.

The St. Louls Blues Club will be presenting Blg George and the House-
rockers Thursday, May 25, at Blueberry Hill, and we urge you to come out
and sze this fine artist.
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St. Louis Blues Artists
Sponsored By West End Music

Tommy Bankhead & Blues Eldorados 776-1184
Fontella Bass

Bel Airs

Chuck Berry

Big George & The Houserockers 531-9207
Blue City Band 781-7787

Bluesomatics

Broadway Rhythm

Buffalo Bob & The Bedroom Blues Band
Barbara Carr

Mr. Chesterfield & The Smokers [618)462-3177
James Crutchfield 664-7003

Daryl Darden Quartet

Davis Brothers Band 381-6327

David Dee & The Hot Tracks Band 271-6608
James DeShay 389-7734

Doc Terry & The Pirates

Frank Dunbar 524-3707

Ron Edwards

Eddie Fisher [618]337-9152

Vernon Guy

Tom Hall 241-8739

JJ. & Company

Jimmy Lee & The Joint Jumpers

Johnny Z & The Midnight Jump 946-3202
Stacy Johnson 361-1389

Johnnle Johnson & Magnificent 4 928-1000
Albert King

Bill King Band 261-7914

Thurston Lawrence 776-7266

Loose Brothers 296-9244

Clayton Love 381-5886

Thurman McCain

Mojo Syndrome

Robbie Montgomery (618]727-6030
No Money Down 389-9154

Bllly Peek 522-0110

Piano Slim 534-5026

Leroy Pierson 426-2518

Q.T. & The Soul Band 482-5559

Comin’ on Strong
with those
Low Down Blues

Tom ‘Papa’ Ray

J.R. Reed

Rockin’ Luckys 946-3202 Featuring

Rondo’s Blues Deluxe 429-3219 LARRY DAVIS

Ross & Hunt ; ; i

Roughhouse JOHNNIE ‘B. Good’ JOHNSON .
Herb Sadler LUTHER ‘Guitar Jr' JOHNSON

Oliver Sain 383-00673

Silvercloud & St. Louis Biues Band 928-1000

The Silvertones

Benny Smith & The Sportsmen with
Vernon Guy 381-0483

Big Bad Smitty 647-2447

Soulard Blues Band 621-8246

Marcel Strong

Dan Lee Taylor

Henry Townsend 385-7729

Cecll Travis

EDDIE KIRKLAND
Q.T. MACON
OLIVER SAIN,

D:strlbuted by

ROUNDER * HOUSE * CITY HALL

Please Write For Catalog:
PULSAR RECORDS
Suite 11, Bogey Hills Plaza #1880,

Beth Tuttle St. Charles, MO 63302
Walter Westbrook NAIRD
Mae Wheeler % 2

Arthur “Willie” Williams



Specializing in the Repair of Stringed Instruments

8427 OLIVE BLVD.. ST. LOUIS, MO 63132

SKIP GOEZ (314) 997-1125

Great Sounds Music
296-6577

2024 Keywest KEVIN DANIELS

Arnold, MO 63010

Vg W LI
G IO VE

MusgicC
JOE VOLLMER
Sales Manager 3813 Gravois
664-6000 St. Louis, MO 63116

EUCLID RECORDS
4906 LACLEDE e  ST.LOUIS, MO 63108

new & used Ips, tapes, cds

314-361+7353

“WELL THE JOINT STARTED JUMPIN..."

JOINT JUMPER’S

finest in stringed instrument repair and sales

Authorized

o

C. F. MARTIN

Warranty Repair

b 1546 S. B d

Greg E. 3-':;;"3"7- . Jimmy Lee JIMMY GRAVITY SO et

“The Original”
Broadway Oyster Bar
JAZZ & BLUES NIGHTLY
St. Louis’ Hottest Live

e Entertainment

736 So. Broadway

Hours:
1100 AM-1:30 AM Mon -Fri
Noon-1:30 AM Sal.

51 Louis, MO 63102
2 Bks. So. of Busch Stadium

9 pm ’til Close
8015 Big Bend

MUSIC oo
FOLK Inc. 961-2838

Guitars, Banjos, Mandolins,
Dulcimers, Violins, Etc.
Books and Accessories

for all instruments.

Instructors include Peter Clemens,

Larry Bolles, Bob Heyer, Paul Cole,
Andy Ploof, and welcoming

Tom Byrne - jazz guitar
Michael Brennan - violin

BOOKING:
621-8246

HOTLINE:
621-4848

SOULARD BLUES BAND



——Join The St. Louis Blues Club! —

Membership Benefits Category 1 [| Blue Flame Membership $15.00/year
Receive Benefits1 2 3 4 5 6and 7

1. Notification of Club Concerts Category 2 [ Bodaciously Blue Membership $30.00/year

2. Membership Card Receive Benefits1 2 3 4 5 6 7and 8

3. Subscription to The Bluesletter Category 3 [ ] Blue to the Bone Membership $50.00/year

4. Admission Discounts for Biues Club Sponsored Receive Benefits1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8and 9
Events Category 4 [ | Blue Plate Membership $5.00/year

5. Bumpersticker “Hey! Hey! The blues is all right!” Receive Benefits 1 2 3 4 and 5

6. Blues Club Button Category 5 [ | Blue Business Membership $25.00/year

7. Blues Club Can Holder Receive Benefits1 2 3 4 5 6 and 7.

Receive a Listing in 6 Issues of

8. Blues Club Coffee Mug The Bluesletter.

9. Blues Club Tee Shirt [JS [IM [IL [IXL
(Blue-to-the-Bone members check size!)

Blues Enthusiasts:

Please check desired membership category, fill in NAME
member information at the right, and send this form ADDRESS

with check or money order for membership dues to: CITY STATE ZIP
The St. Louis Blues Club JEEe N oy ) IWork)
P.O. Box 21652 |
St. Louis, MO 63109
[J 1want to actively participate in the Blues Club by contributing my talent '
or my expertise , in the following ways:

St. Louis Blues Club
P.O. Box 21652

St. Louis, MO 63109
@i 39



