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Blues Club Co-Produces Biggest
Blues Fest Ever

By Joel Slotnikoff

The week of October 10-16 saw the biggest
blues celebration ever in St. Louis, Benson
& Hedges Blues, co-produced by The St.
Louis Blues Club. A week of blues started
off with a pub crawl on Monday night fea-
turing St. Louis artists: Tommy Bankhead
and The Biues Eldorados at the Missouri Bar
& Grill, Doc Terry and The Pirates at the
Great Grizzly Bear, James DeShay at
Cicero’s, Rondo’s Blues Deluxe at Blueberry
Hill, Soulard Blues Band at the Broadway
Oyster Bar, Blue City Band at Mike & Min’s,
Billy Peek at the M/V City of St. Louis, Herb
Sadler Trio at the 1860's Saloon, and the
Daryl Darden Quartet at the French
Quarter.

Wednesday's concert of acoustic blues at
Mississippi Nights lead off with St. Louisans
Ron Edwards and Leroy Pierson, followed
by Texas guitarist John Campbell, Missis-
sippi guitarist James Son Thomas accompa-
nied by Walter Liniger, St. Louis legend
Henry Townsend, and the renowned Robert
Jr. Lockwood. The evening was climaxed by
a series of duets by Townsend and Lock-
wood and a final jam by everyone.

Thursday's show at Mississippi Nights
featured a strong line-up of St. Louis artists
beginning with Tommy Bankhead and the
Biues Eldorados. They were followed by
Barbara Carr and Fontella Bass singing with
the Oliver Sain Band featuring Johnny
Johnson on piano. Headlining the Thursday
show was the great Albert Collins who
gave a standout performance, landing on
stage like he'd been shot out of a cannon
and culminating in a walk through the au-
dience, out the door and back again.

Friday’s gala concert at the Fox Theater
opened with a short set by Dr. John with
St. Louis’ Robbie Montgomery singing

Lay on drums and Jimmy Rogers on guitar.

backup, followed by the man from Lovejoy,
the great Albert King, and a scorching set
by Johnny Winter. The grand finale of the
night was a performance by Ray Charles,
his orchestra, and the Raelets.

Saturday's Mississippi Nights extrava-
ganza began with local bluesmen Billy Peek
and David Dee. Next came Ronnie Earl and
the Broadcasters, featuring Jerry Portnoy.
They gave a fine performance on their own
and then tastefully backed the great Otis
Rush. James Cotton and his band turned in
a rousing set. To cap it all off, St. Louls was
treated to a performance by the Benson &
Hedges Legends: Snooky Pryor on harmon-
ica, Pinetop Perkins on piano, Jimmy Rog-
ers and Hubert Sumlin on guitar, Sam Lay
on drums, and Bob Stroger on bass. These
biues giants lived up to their Legends bill-
ing in every way, playing a blazing set that
ran until 2:30 in the morning.

The week wound down with a series of
events on Sunday, Oct. 16th, at the Mis-

~ Benson & Hees Blues I.egend: Bob S;_omé'er on bass, Pinetop Perkins on Piano, Sam

sourl Historical Society beginning with a
screening of magnificent film footage from
the Chertok Collection. There was a fine
lecture on the development of the blues by
Dr. Harriet Ottenheimer. Also featured was
a serles of performances and workshops by
Ron Edwards, Doc Terry, Henry Townsend,
John Campbell, all the members of the Ben-
son & Hedges Legends, and closing with a
fine set from St. Louis’ James DeShay and
his band.

The $t. Louis Blues Club extends its
thanks to the musicians, promoters, and
venue operators who made this fabulous
event possible. Of hundreds of impressions
received through the week, the one that
stands out is producer/qguitarist John Camp-
bell's statement that St. Louis is the great-
est blues town he’s ever seen, with more
blues lovers and more blues expertise. We
are especially proud of the many fine local
artists who contributed to the success of
Benson & Hedges Biues.
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Upcoming Events

BIG BAD SMITTY & THE UPSETTERS

with special guest Q.T. MACON
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 9 PM

Blueberry Hill, 6504 Delmar, Univ. City

Big Smitty is the hardest working man in blues. Q.T. MACON
was the opener for the second set at the Davis Brothers
event. He's terrific! Both artists have new records out that
are hard to get but will be available at this event.

$4 Admission / $3 with Membership Card.
A ST. LOUIS BLUES CLUB PRESENTATION

The RECORD COLLECTORS CONVENTION will be happening on Jan. 15, 9:30 AM at
the American Czech Center, 4690 Landsdown.

The WILLIAM CLARK BLUES Band will venture to St. Louis from sunny Hollywood,
Calif., Friday, February 3, at Off Broadway Nightclub at the corner of Lemp & Broad-
way. Opening for William Clark will be St. Louis’ own Rockin’ Luckys. For information
call 773-3363.

News Bits

The St. Louis Blues Club annual meeting and party at Blueberry Hill featured the Davis
Brothers Band with guest appearances by Doc Terry, Q.T. Macon and Dan Lee Taylor.
The Board of Directors were elected by acclamation, the band and guests were super,
and a good time was had by all. [December 1)

The Harp Attack ‘88 at The Off Broadway Nightclub featuring nine of the area’s best
harp blowers. The place was packed to the rafters and a great time was had by all. [De-
cember 6) For those that missed the show, it will be broadcast in late January by KDHX-
FM on Ron Edwards’ “Nothin’ but the Blues.” [see Blues on the Air)

Legendary biues disc jockey Gabriel, for years on the air with KATZ and KDNA, was in
fine form at a record spin hosted by the St. Louis Blues Club, Dec. 10 at Gino’s Lounge,
6161 Natural Bridge in Pine Lawn.

George Brock, better known as Big George & The Houserockers, played host to the Oil
Man, Big Jack Johnson from Clarksdale, Miss., at Georges’ club, the New Club Caravan
at Taylor & Delmar. Johnson's soulful vocals and solid guitar playing would have satis-
fied all. But additional treats included an awesome stint by Jack on the bass, and an
unannounced appearance by blues legend Frank Frost, Johnson’s bandmate of thirty
years. Frost recalled his first professional appearance in 1957 at a club at 18th & Frank-
lin, and dazzled the crowd with his harp playing and vocals. Many thanks to George for
this stellar event, including the fine performances by George and his band. [November
25, 26)

Silvercloud, with Ingrid Berry guesting on vocals, and Henry Townsend played at Pres-
ervation Hall. There was an opening set by Benny Smith and the Sportsmen. Traveling
Pop Music Workshop produced the show. [November 26}

*

Soaphox

As the new president of the Blues Club, |
Would like to welcome the many new mem-
bers who have joined the club. It is my
hope we can build this club into the organi-
zation a great blues city like St. Louis de-
serves. | am thankful for the help and sup-
port | have received so far from veterans of
the club and newcomers alike. | hope more
of you who wish to participate will do so.

The Benson & Hedges Blues has been a
terrific boost for St. Louis Blues. There are
more blues shows on the radio than at any
time. | believe we can ride this wave of en-
thusiasm to a new level of success for the
artists, the fans, and the music of St. Louis.
We also can gain the respect and recogni-
tion nationally and internationally that a
city with our important blues heritage de-
serves.

Positions on the following committees
need to be filled: Research, Promotion,
Logistics, Community Education, Develop-
ment, Membership and Art & Graphics.
Your input is needed. This is crucial, as the
club is a vehicle for our enjoyment. To
those of you who have friends not yet in
the club, I hope you will enlist their sup-
port. Word of mouth is our strongest tool
for growth.

Joel Slotnikoff

DIRECTORS:

Ron Edwards, Chairman
George Edick
Bill Greensmith
Carl Kuelker
John May
Gene Norman
Oliver Sain
Joel Slotnikoff
Lou “Fatha” Thimes \\’ <7

Henry Townsend BLUES CLUR

Sam Valenti
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Editor:
John Yoch

Assistant Editor:
Luana Hays

Send Articles & Photos To:

St. Louis Blues Club Newsletter
Box 21652

St. Louis, MO 63109

For Advertising call: 647-2447



— Local Blues

Recording Companies

BAR-CARR

1115 Irvington Ct.

St. Louis, MO 63132
“Good woman gone Bad”

BLUEBERRY HILL RECORDS
6504 Delmar

St. Louis, MO 63130
“Rondo’s Blues Deluxe”

JC & E RECORDS

7250 Normandy Pl.

St. Louis, MO 63121

Big Bad Smitty

“St. Louis High on a Hill”

NIGHTHAWK RECORDS
P.O. Box 15856

St. Louis, MO 63114
Leroy Pierson Band
“Rusty Nail”

PULSAR RECORDS

Suite 11, Bogey Hills Plaza
#1880

St. Charles, MO 63302

Larry Davis
“l Ain't Beggin’ Nobody”

Q.T. Macon “Blow Wind”
Luther Johnson
“Nine Below Zero”

SCORPIO PRODUCTIONS
6161 Natural Bridge
St. Louis, MO 63115

Ross & Hunt “Too Much TV”

“The Older I Get,
The Better | Get”

VANESSA RECORDS
4521 Natural Bridge
St. Louis, MO 632115

e

Distributed by

BLUEBERRY HILL RECORDS
0504 Delmar Blvd.

$11.00 Post Paid

European Military Surplus
Contemporaty Fashions
1556 S. BROADWAY
ST. LOUIS, MO 63104
MON - SAT — 11-7

314-421-1985

BAR-B-Q, SPIRITS &
LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY !
213 North Main (Riverside Mall)
St. Charles, MO 63301

(314-947-1343)

Business Members

§t. Louis’' Best Selection

- Janet Beyer—Music Folk

8015 Big Bend Bivd., Webster Groves
961-2838

“Keeping Traditional Music Alive in St. Louis”

Mark A. Carlson—
Renaissance Realty
2800 McNair Ave.,  776-5065

Pat Hagen—Mississippi Nights
914 North 1st Street, 421-3853
“The Best in National and Local Talent”

Dana Hunsche—Hullabaloo
1908 Washington, 421-1965
St. Louis’ largest Vintage Clothing Store

Three Fiags Realtors
Suite 11 Bogey Hills Plaza #1880, St. Charles
Land/Commercial Investment

Jolie Mackney

The Haberdashery Vintage Clothing
822 Lafayette Ave., 421-0110

“Timeless Clothes For All Occasions

Law Offices of Gerald Kretmar
7911 Forsyth Bivd., Suite 300, Clayton
721-8685 “Avoid the Legal Blues”

Pete Rothschild—
Rothschilds Antiques

398 N. Euclid Ave., 361-4870
“For the Unique in Holiday Gifts”

Mark Schilling
Concert Support Services
121 E. Felton Ave. 631-3848
“Professional Stage Lighting
at a Reasonable Price”

Donald Sloane, M.S.W.
14380 Ladue Rd. 878-0500
Psychotherapy

of Blues, R&B, Deep Soul
KDHX's “Papa Ray" on Staff

New & Used Records
~ Bought & Sold

121-4096
6362 Delmar



National Scene

Luther Johnson’s single, WOMAN LOOK WHAT YOU'VE DONE TO ME /
NINE BELOW ZERO, won the 1988 Blues Single of the Year Award from
The Blues Foundation, based in Memphis, Tenn. It was recorded on

§t. Louis’ Pulsar label.

KOKO TAYLOR won the Foundation’s award for Contemporary Female
Blues Artist of the Year. Male Contemporary Blues Artist went to JOE
LOUIS WALKER.

The Foundation named LITTLE MILTON [CAMPBELL) Blues Entertainer
of the Year. Milton was based in St. Louis for many years.

The Kansas City Blues Society last month directed its focus to women
biues artists. Its Eighth Annual Blues & Heritage Festival, entitled
“Women In the Blues,” was dedicated to the late Priscilla Bowman.
St. Louis-based singers Barbara Carr and Fontella Bass appeared.

On another note, the Kansas City Blues Society formed an education
Committee, chaired by Brad Grooms, to heighten blues awareness among
public school students 14 to 18 years old. The program, first presented to
high school music students, includes a mini-blues seminar and a jam ses-
sion. The Society plans to present local and possibly national artists to
young people.

Legendary blues drummer Fred Below passed away Aug. 14. He devel-
oped the Chicage backbeat in blues. His broad contributions to bhlues will
always be remembered.
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iN HISTORIC SCULARD

St Louis, =Mo. 63104
427-1655

GUITAR LESSONS

Blues, Jazz, Rock, Country, Etc.

Learn from the man who wrote the Book
(The Woodshed)

Mornings: 7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
ForAppointmentsCall Evenings:7:30p.m.-9:00p.m.
Ask for PORTER
533-1742

Celebrate Christmas at
Allen Avenue Restaurant
with the Barrelhouse

James Crutchfield

Friday, Dec.23 2u41-2971
| $5 at dOQP

8PM til close

Born in 1912 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, James
Crutchfield learned to play his unique style of blues
as a teenager in barrelhouses and levee camps in
Louisiana and Texas. After working with such no-
table blues figures as the legendary Elmore James
and Boyd Gilmore, he came to St. Louis in 1948 to
begin a local musical career that has included aio-
year stint in Gaslight Square, recording sessions,
and several trips to Europe.

Allen « Avenue
% Restaurant %
825 Allen Ave. in Old Soulard

)~ d‘"“/

CORNER of 9th
and GEYER

231-1860
LIVE MUSIC




Where They're
Playing in St. Louis

Clubs featuring Blues—Call for specific information

Al's 241-7400

Broadway Oyster Bar 621-9606
Missouri Bar & Grill 231-2234
Mississippi Nights 421-3853
1860's Saloon 231-1860
Great Grizzly Bear 231-0444
Mike & Min's 421-1655

Club 54 533-0202

New Club Caravan 534-8112
Blueberry Hill 726-0066
Cicero’s Basement 862-0009
French Quarter 947-1343
Tubby’s Red Room

Lecichart's Wagon Wheel

Always Call Clubs for Band Schedules

The Motorcycle Club
Hacienda Lounge 382-4503
Hidden Cove 427-9679
S&P Oyster Co. 256-3300
Bailey Bros. 352-8660

Off Broadway 773-3363
Riddles 725-6985

Sideline 968-6864

Webster Bar & Grill 962-0564
Stagger Inn 618-656-4221
Baby Doll Lounge

Marcel’s

Sadie’s

St. Louis Blues Artists

Chuck Berry
Bel Airs
Blue City Band
Buffalo Bob and
The Bedroom Biues Band
Doc Terry & The Pirates
JJ. & Company
Johnny Z & The Midnight Jump
MoJo Syndrome
Mojo Tooth
Rockin’ Luckys
Rondo’s Blues Deluxe
Mae Wheeler
Davis Brothers Band
David Dee & Hot Tracks
James DeShay
Ron Edwards
Tom Hall
Leroy Plerson Band
Oliver Sain Band
Billy Peek
Robbie Montgomery
Henry Townsend
Big Bad Smitty & The Upsetters
Soulard Blues Band
Mr. Chesterfield & The Smokers
Big George & The Houserockers
Stacy Johnson

Clayton Love
Piano Slim
Silver Cloud and

The St. Louis Blues Band
Eddie Fisher
Herb Sadier
Daryl Darden Quartet
Johnny Johnson
Jimmy Lee & The Joint Jumpers
Fontella Bass
Albert King
Walter Westbrook
The Silvertones
Marcel Strong
Tommy Bankhead and

The Blues Eidorados
Crash & Burn
Vernon Guy
No Money Down
Q.T. Macon
Tom “Papa” Ray
Dan Lee Tayior
Frank Dunbar
Cecil Travis
Thurman McCain
Benny Smith & The Sportmen
Bill King Band
Broadway Rhythm

Blues on the Air

KDHX 88.1 FM

Monday: Midnight to 2 AM, Buck Naked with Tom Hall ‘
2-5:30 PM, Blues in the Night with Art Dwyer

Thursday: 12-4 PM, Big Bucket of Blues with Mike & Uncle Roy
11-2 AM, The Night Crawler with Michael Finney

Friday: 2-5:30 PM, Blues in the Night with Art Dwyer
9-Midnight, Rhythm & Blues Etc. with Orlando Peraza

Sunday: 7-8 PM, Nothin’ but the Blues with Ron Edwards
8-10 PM, Night Train with Papa Ray

KCLC 89.1 FM
Sunday: 8-Midnight, Blues in the Night—Blues from the
Basement with Magic Sam & Cindy

KBDY 89.9 FM
Saturday: Midnight-6 AM, Blues and Other Colors with
Ferris Taylor and Robin Macon

WSIE 88.7 FM
Friday: 9-10 PM, Blues from The Red Rooster

KWMU 90.2 FM
Saturday: 9:45-11 PM, The Bahy Face Leroy Blues Show

KATZ 1600 AM
Monday-Thursday: 4-9 PM, Lou “Fatha” Thimes
Saturday: 6-10 AM, Gracie

10-3 PM, Lou “Fatha” Thimes
Monday-Friday: 6-10 AM, Dr. Jockenstein

"SOULARD
PRESERVATION |
HALL

1921 S. 9th Street
436-1995

Available for

Parties % Concerts
Fundraisers




————— Artist Profile:

Henry Townd :

By Jeff Collier

Henry Townsend is widely recognized as
the patriarch of St. Louis Blues. His imagi-
native country blues display unusual rhyth- §
mic variations and picking dexterity. Henry
is equally adept at guitar and piano, and
his performances are intelligently and
thoughtfully presented improvisations on
familiar themes.

Henry was born in Shelby, Mississippi,
on October 27, 1909, and at a young age
moved with his family to Cairo, lllinois.

He moved to St. Louis at the age of nine, and when he was about fifteen, be-
gan to teach himself to play the guitar. He listened to all the blues greats;
Lonnle Johnson, for example, in East St. Louls, IL taverns. His first recording
consisted of four sides for the Columbia label, and was made November 15,
1929. Henry worked with his friend, Henry Spaulding, for a number of years
in and around the $t. Louis area. His guitar-playing enabled him to be versa-
tile and to mesh with the varied approaches of some of the blues greats in-
cluding Roosevelt Sykes, Walter Davis, Robert Johnson, Robert Nighthawk
and Sonny Boy Williamson. During this period he recorded for the Bluebird
and Bullet labels. After a stint in the Army, he spent time in Chicago playing
again with Sonny Boy Willlamson and Robert Nighthawk. In the 60’s he re-
corded for Decca, Prestige-Bluesville, and Adelphi.

In the 70's, Henry's predominant emphasis shifted from guitar to piano
piaying. In 1980, he and his wife, Vernell, toured Europe. His most recent LP
Is titled “MULE" and is on St. Louis’ Nighthawk label. The record is a fine one,
and s an accurate reflection of Henry’s current performance style. It is the
work of a legend.

.;
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Rhythm & Blves
Jump & Swing |

54U BOOKING CALL: 946-3202

A6

“The Original”
roadway Oyster Bar
JAZZ & BLUES NIGHTLY

St. Louis’ Hottest Live

Entertainment

621-9606
736 So. Broadway
St. Louis, MO 63102
2 Biks. So. of Busch Stadium

Hours:
11:00 AM-1:30 AM Mon.-Fri.
Noon-1:30 AM Sat.

9 pm ’til Close

ﬁ - KDHX FM 88.1
g { @ Community Radio for St. Louis

“TONY C”
WORLD BEAT DANCE PARTY
Friday Afternoons 11AM to 2 PM

3504 Magnolia
St. Louis, MO. 314-8664-FM88

Tony Cabanellas
Res: 314-351-2838

) GUITAR COLLECTOR

| buy old guitars, basses, amps
or any stringed instruments.

$$8$ TOP PRICES PAID $$$%

Call Mike Teepe (314) 962-9668

Great Sounds Musce
296-6577

KEVIN DANIELS

2024 Keywest
Arnold, MO 63010

i : Open 10.00 o .00
=& Mon thru Sat

YOUR FAVORITE ReC 0wl

WE BUY, SELL & TRADC ko
JEAN HRAFFNER —~ OWNER

TUBBY'S RED ROOM
Allorton, llI,

Featuring:

The DAVIS BROS. Band

Doc gsuy and thse Piratea
d{au& c/l/tuiéc Wl Thavel
c)?gytgm ard Blues O4[f Oocasions

D, T (618]) 271-8538 P. T, [313) 772-2464



Comin’ on Strong
with those
Low Down Blues

PULSAR RECORDS is a new St. Louis
based Blues Iabel. Watch out for our

new LARRY DAVIS album due soon!

ST. LOUIS COMMUNITY RADIO STATION

This Card Entitles You To
Unlimited Listening Pleasure
To
St. Louis’ Newest Radio Station

KDHX FM 88.1

INTER - URBAN
ml g] BROADCASTING
*

1138 OLIVE STREET, SUITE 303
ST, LOUIS, MISSOURIESZ101
[314) 241-58000

FAX [314] 241-7436

KATZ -FM

KATZ - 1600 - AM

| :’% % ?}"Z 4
e S. JEANETTE TYCE
LOCAL SALES MANAGER

MUSIC
FOLK Inec.

J. Boyer Prop.
961-2838

- 8015 BIG BEND
WEBSTER GROVES, MO. 63119

Geoffrey Seitz Violinmaker
| 3531312
S 4175 Loughborough

Violins and Other Fine Stringed Instruments
Buy @ Sell ® Repair ® Appraise

Authorized

on

C. F. MARTIN

Warranty Repair

1546 S. Broadway

JIMMY GRAVITY St. Louis, Missouri 63104

BOOKING: 621-8246 HOTLINE: 621-4848

SOULARD BLUES BAND

CONTEMPORARY SOUTHWESTERN ART
SANTA FE STYLE

FEATURING: R. C. GORMAN

GOMES GALLERY

12 N. MERAMEC CLAYTON, MO 63105
(314) 725-1808

POTTERY » JEWELRY » RUGS » SCULPTURE

Podl
Homnrn0 nel

HOTOGRAPHIC
ILLUSTRATIONS

993 Glenbrook Ave. St.Louis, MO 63122 (314)822-9758




——Join The St. Louis Blues Club! —

RECEIVE DISCOUNTS FREE SUBSCRIPTION
| For Club Concerts To Living Blues Magazine
| With Any Membership With Bodaciously Blue Membership
(SEE BELOW) Get Americas Premiere Blues Magazine

- (SEE BELOW)
YES! | am interested in a:

[0 Blue Plate Membership [$5.00/year)
Receive Notification of Club Concerts, discounts on on admission & Membership Card

Blue Flame Membership [$15.00/year)

Also Receive a subscription to this Newsletter

Bodaciously Blue Membership ($30.00/year)

Also Receive Subscription to Living Blues Magazine [America’s leading Blues Magazine)
Blue to the Bone Membership [ $50.00/year)

Also Receive Membership in the National Blues Connection Association

Blue Business Membership [$25.00/year)
Receive a listing in this Newsletter and Blue Plate Membership

T Ml S

Please mail this form with Check or Money order to: St. Louis Blues Club
P.O. Box 21652
St. Louis, MO 63109

I will help with the mailing, phoning and distribution of posters, the very
important tasks upon which all else depends.

| want to help in the following ways not mentioned above.

[1 1 will give a Blues theme party in my home or office to recruit members.

1 1 will contribute my talent, or my expertise in the field
of -

[J 1have equipment, instruments, records, tapes, etc. and will make a donation in kind
of .

[J 1would like to engage my club, organization, or church in a joint event with The
St. Louis Blues Club.

[l

H

St. Louis Blues Club .
P.O. Box 21652 '
St. Louis, MO 63109




